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Growth Management Committee

PEEL FEDERATIO

of AGRICULTUR April 7th, 2022

Good Morning, Council members and staff.

| am here today on behalf of the Peel Federation of Agriculture representing 380
farm families in the Region of Peel. There are several anti-sprawl Peel activists
who will be delegating this morning. They claim to represent the interests of our

farm families, unaware of the daily challenges we face farming in the urban
shadow.

I am here today to speak to the rhetoric espoused by the groups advocating for
No Sprawl, Stop the 413, and Save our Farms.

They will speak with urgency regarding the loss of 175 acres of farmland per day
over the past 5 years. This number is misleading and does not reflect loss of
farmland to development. CMHC and the Neptis Foundation reports of a loss of 7
acres per day in the Greater Golden Horseshoe. Furthermore, in the last five
years, there has been an increase in the Ontario Corn Crop of 13%, an increase in
the Soybean Crop of 19% and an increase in the Winter Wheat Crop of 3.9%. You
will be asked by these activists to “Save Our Farms!” For the most part, they do
not own farms in this Region and have yet to approach our local farm
organizations to gain insight into our operations and farm businesses.

They will attempt to convince you that our local food supply is in jeopardy. In
reality, the vast majority of our farm families produce corn, soybeans and wheat
shipped out of Hamilton ports for international markets.

They will tell you that much of the Peel Plain is Prime Agricultural Land. This is
fact. However, the difference between our Prime Agricultural land as compared
to other similarly designated farmland in Ontario, is significant. The Peel Plain is
predominantly made up of heavy clay which is not conducive to the production of
vegetable and fruit crops. The lack of water availability across the Peel Plain limits
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us in our ability to irrigate and sustain livestock operations at the numbers
required to be profitable.

The activists will try to convince you that we need to preserve agriculture on the
Peel Plain. My family has farmed in the Region since the land was taken from the
Crown in 1823. Our Mayor, Allan Thompson, and several other farm families in
Peel have a comparable background. In the past 30 years our industry has
stagnated, with no new farm families coming to Peel. We have seen many of our
neighbours relocating to other counties that offer more productive soils, more
access to required infrastructure, and more opportunity to grow their businesses
to ensure succession of the family farm. Those left behind have experienced a
shrinking land base of available rental land and have been reluctant to invest
capital in their farm operations.

Being within close proximity to the City of Toronto, growth in Peel Region is
indisputable. The creation of the Greenbelt, and by default the Whitebelt,
created a scenario whereby the development industry has steadily acquired and
assembled approximately 80% of the farmland within the boundaries of the
Whitebelt. These remaining farms will not meaningfully contribute to a vibrant
economic future for agriculture within the Region of Peel. We are 30 years too
late to save farming in the Whitebelt areas of Brampton and Caledon.

Advocates against urban expansion will suggest that all growth for the next 30
years can be accommodated in the existing urban boundaries. They will also claim
that a 30-year planning horizon is extreme, and we should only plan 10 years out.
Farm families, much like the Region of Peel, need to plan 30 years ahead in order
to pay for our capital costs and acquisitions. That is why we finance our debts
with 30-year mortgages and debentures.

Please ask these residents or non-residents of Peel where they live. Do they live in
an apartment in a densely populated urban area, or do they live in a single
detached home? We need to ask ourselves, what will no urban sprawl look like
and is this where we really want our kids and grandchildren to live?

During the last two years of the pandemic, there has been an increase in the
movement of families away from the cities and towns to more rural areas. More
people are now working from home and require more space, so there has been
an increase in demand for detached homes. Increased COVID-19 infection rates
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and rising crime statistics in densely populated areas are another reason for their
relocation. Affordability and lack of supply has driven people to more rural areas
or smaller towns outside the GTA. This shift has added to our GHG emissions and
has caused added frustrations for our farm families with the increased traffic on
our rural roads. The insinuation that the 407 Highway is an alternative to the
planned 413 Highway is flawed. Residents, businesses and commuters will not
travel south from north Brampton and Caledon to again travel north. One only
needs to travel along Mayfield and King roads in the mornings or late afternoons
to gain a better understanding of the dangers our farm families face moving farm
equipment between farms, from spring to fall. Without a Highway 413, the
Region of Peel will undoubtedly be faced with major improvements to our
regional road systems sooner rather than later. The most tragic part of cancelling
the project is that when the need for a highway eventually comes back to the
table within the next couple of decades, the only option will be to run the entire
highway through the Greenbelt.

When the Region of Peel first proposed targets for residential intensification, did
the 3 municipalities meet those targets? Did the Region monitor the success or
failure of this intensification, and if so, why is there now such an urgent need for
housing? The Province tells us that over a million and a half new homes will be
required in the next 10 years with an increase in population of between 2 and 3
million people. Most of these projections were revealed prior to the pandemic
and the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Canada has already agreed to increase our
numbers of immigrants and refugees.

What will “no urban expansion” look like? Over the past few decades, our
communities have been planned to provide adequate schools, community
centres, seniors centres and parks and recreation areas for the planned
population. The past decade has seen previous employment areas repurposed
for residential purposes. When Hamilton and Halton Regional Councils voted to
maintain their existing urban boundaries, they did so in opposition to staff
recommendations. Staff understood that additional population and intensification
may require hundreds of acres for additional infrastructure alone, along with
increased storm water retention facilities that are impossible to accommodate
within existing communities. The increase in storm water from more pavement
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and rooftops and a loss of infiltration will add to additional flooding in our urban
neighbourhoods.

Increased population goes hand in hand with an increased need for consumer
goods and services. These needs require nearby additional employment lands for
logistics and warehousing, which again points to the need for an urban boundary
expansion. The Peel Federation of Agriculture understands that these type of
employment lands offer a compatible buffer between existing farms and
residential land use.

Recently, there have been several Ministerial Zoning Orders (MZQs) issued in
Caledon. Other delegations will tell you these MZOs have led to the paving over of
our Greenbelt and natural heritage systems. While we agree the process isn’t
perfect, to our knowledge no Greenbelt or natural heritage areas in Peel are
proposed to be repurposed. Our burgeoning population in Peel has necessitated
the need for prompt development approvals throughout a period of COVID-19.
Those who fiercely oppose MZOs and urban boundary expansion should
understand that if Peel Council opposes an urban boundary expansion, we will see
a drastic increase in lands designated with Municipal Zoning Orders offering little
input from the public at large.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to express our position here today.

Best Regards,

Tom Dolson
President
Peel Federation of Agriculture
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Attachment #2

Increase in Ontario Grain Production in Last 5 Years - Statistics Canada

Statistics  Statistique
Canada Canada

g |

Search website

Home

Add/Remove dataszs434:

> Data > Estimated areas, yield, production, average farm price and total farm value of principal field crops, in metric and imperial units

Estimated areas, yield, production, average farm price and total farm
value of principal field crops, in metric and imperial units &23435:

Frequency: Annual
Table: 32-10-0359-01 (formerly CANSIM 001-0017)
Release date: 2021-12-03

R S

Geography: Canada, Geographical region of Canada, Province or territory

» Customize table (Add/Remove data)

i

Showing 6 records | el

© Help

R Save my customizations E
|

X Download options l

Geography Ontario Lmag)_
Harvest
disposition Production (metric tonnes)
Type of
crop 14 2074[¥ | 2018[4[4  2019(#[¥ = 2020(4[¥ = 20213
Corn for grain® 2 8,382,400 8,738,000 8,767,900 8,640,600 8,908,800 9,474,638
Soybeans® ¢ 3,429,200 3,796,600 4,200,500 3,708,200 3,908,700 4,082,331
Wheat, durum? " 0 0 0 F
- Wheat, spring® 171,500 114,300 121,000 151,200 146,900 ” 142472
Wheat, winter
= 2,571,900 2,185,400 2,079,500 1,370,500 2,338,400 2,671,479
remaining® S , , ,
‘Wheat, winter
seeded in fall
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| ,"A‘t\t\ach/ment 3

{_anta(rio ‘Grai*n PrOductioh in Metrichdméé |

& Percentage Increase for last 5 years

GRAIN CROP 2021 2016 Increase mT| Increase% |
Corn 9,474,638 8,382,400 1,092,238 13.03%
Soybean 4,082,331 3,429,200 653,131 19.05%
Winter Wheat 2,671,479 2,571,900 99,579 3.87%

Source : Stqtfstics “Canada
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22 shifting Howsing Comoletions  pPA 48 PRESENTATION Statistics
In relation to residential uses, the reduced land consumption is driven by increased density of S h eet 3

ground related housing on the greenfields as well as a shift from greenfield development to

intensification (ie. redevelopment of existing built-up areas), In its 2015 Performance Indicators

report for the Growth Plan the Ontario Growth Secretariat shows that, from 2007-2010, almost A p pe n d | X E
60% of all new residential growth was through intensification. Even excluding Toronto, where

100% of growth is via intensification, the overall intensification rate is still 44% - revealing the to R O P A 4!

significance of this dramatic shift and trend. P t t .
resntation
This shift is revealed in housing completion data from Canada Mortgage and Housing

'
Corporation which shows that single detached completions in the GGH have dropped by 50% P ag e 1 Of Z
from about 35,000/yr (2002) to about 17,000/yr (2013} while apartments have grown by almost
200% from about 6,000/yr (2001) to about 18,000 year (2013) — with much higher completions

of 35,000 units in 2015 and 25,000 units in 2016, CMHC DATA

GGH Housing Completion by Types 1989-2016

40,000

|  =ewSingle-Detached  ~——Semi-Detached  ~——RowHouse  swwApartment |

: \ ™ \
-\ 7 |
20,000 - ,l"/ \_\ 20,000

6,500

32000
Total 30,000
While accelerating greatly in the last 5 years, the shifting trends to apartments and Ground based units /yr
intensification began in 2002, thus reflecting that these are market based rather than policy
based trends. Survey research by Pembina and RBC reveal that the majority of households
would choose a dwelling in communities with nearby services and amenities served by transit.
Arguably, these trends are also strongly driven by changing demographics (smaller households)
and the historic and growing disconnect between regional household incomes and housing
prices in which multi-residential dwellings (common in intensification developments) are much
more affordable for many households (see section 1.8 Housing above).

Question: How much land does it take to build 30,000 Units?

My simple analysis of CMHC data:

Assume density of 60 Units/ ha then 30,000 units /60 = 500 ha/ year = 1,235 Acres per year
On a dialy basis the land consumption in the GGH is 1,235 ac/ 365days = 3.4 Ac/ day GGH
Lets double that to include employment, highways, etc then we get7 AC / day in the GGH

On a provincial basis if we assume half the growthis in the GGH then we get another 7Ac
for outside the GGH so adding togehter province wide then we get7 +7 =14 Ac / day Ontario.
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Top Map States: In 5 yrs (1,825 days) only 5,200 ha Pag%éﬁcé
of land was deweloped = 2.85 ha/day = 7 ac /day in GTHA Sheet 4

Neptis resezrchers have estimated that only 1 }é S B TnE TN
anaut 10,800 of the 55,200 hectares was i By i ikt G b e S
Hevelonsd Between 2003 &1 2016, mss tran | . : | Adifaon Nsbinited DraerlizdAnt |
20% * the tobsl supply. That icayes S0% of % Gpsim 4 i X 3‘
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Source” The NEPTIS Foun’dation

Bottom Map States In 10 yrs (3,650 days) 10,800 ha
of land was deweloped = 2.95 ha/day = 7.3 ac / day in the GTHA

Source; i S ot
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