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Preserve Prime Farmland

April 7, 2022

Ralph C. Martin, Ph.D., Agronomist

Prof. (retired), U of Guelph.
Web page: www.ralphmartin.ca

Email: rcmartin@uogquelph.ca
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Linking Organic Knowledge Le réseau du savoir biologique

A A Prof at NSAC or Ag C f
04CC  CABC ourousicv

Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada mmmwmﬂwm

Founding Director, Organic

Agriculture Centre of Canada,

www.dal.ca/faculty/agriculture/oacc/en-
home.html

Professor (retired) Dept. Plant Ag., U of
Guelph

FOOD Author of Food Security: From Excess to

SECURITY  Enough.

RALPH C. MARTIN

Ll
i Member and Supporter of ON Farmland
ooV, &
;M%g@ o Trust
et T T . i '/\ -
%%W.j https://ontariofarmlandtrust.ca/ B ‘-:(

ONTARIO FARMLAND TRUST
PROTECTING FARMLAND FOREVER
From Excess to Enough 4.24-3


http://www.dal.ca/faculty/agriculture/oacc/en-home.html
../../Documents and Settings/HicklentonP/Local Settings/Documents and Settings/Ralph Martin/Documents and Settings/kpunnett/Local Settings/Temp/MXLibDir/index_f.html
../../Documents and Settings/HicklentonP/Local Settings/Documents and Settings/Ralph Martin/Documents and Settings/kpunnett/Local Settings/Temp/MXLibDir/index_e.html
https://ontariofarmlandtrust.ca/

Well-managed farmland in
each local region:

1) Allows excess water to
infiltrate

2) Filters water for
surrounding urban areas

3) Provides habitat for
biodiversity
4) Sequesters carbon dioxide

5) Has alocal bio-physical
cooling effect

6) Provides food and fibre
with a base for local food
security




Classes 1, 2 and 3 - dependable ag land or prime farmland;
needed for stable yields, especially as climate changes

Classes 4, 5, 6 and 7 — constraints for ag and lower yields;
still filters water, provides habitat for bio-diversty

Preserve wetlands and prime farmland for ag, regardless of
location in Ontario

Ontario loses 175 acres of farmland and productive ag soil
every day https://ontariofarmlandtrust.ca/



https://ontariofarmlandtrust.ca/

“Defined prime agricultural areas
are where development should not
occur.” CFFO https://bit.ly/3iYjVzv
“OFA believes that the Ontario
government should designate all |
lands in Ontario that are outside of &

current urban boundaries as
Greenbelt.” https://bit.ly/31t95e5

Now many farmers near urban areas act as if the rotation
is corn, soy, corn, soy and then concrete. They need clear
signal to lock-in dependable ag land for ag

Sealing farmland with concrete, increases risk of food
insecurity, biodiversity loss and vulnerability to weather
extremes as climate changes
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JK to 12 curriculum of food skills and food
literacy in each school; practical and
effective if linked to local prime farmland

BN




We Need All the Prime Farmland We Can Preserve
Feb 8-22 in National Observer

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2022/02/08/opinion/save-our-food-supply-we-need-
all-prime-farmland-we-can-

get?utm source=National+Observer&utm campaign=0b64979412-

EMAIL CAMPAIGN 2022 02 08 02 27&utm medium=email&utm term=0 cacdO
1141f-0b64979412-277025930

- Yields will drop when climate perturbations cause
local weather variations of too much or too little
moisture at the wrong times, or temperatures that are
too high or too low at the wrong times. s

- In 40 yrs, synthetic fertilizer use | FT .
increased 5 to 7 times, while global =St T
food production went up 2 times =

- Already far beyond planetary
boundaries of N and P pollution
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| thank the Attawandaron,
Mississaugas of the Credit,
Anishinaabe,
Haudenosaunee and Métis.

| appreciate that, as a
legacy, they demonstrated
how to live on this land for
millennia.

rcmartin@uogquelph.ca
www.ralphmartin.ca
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