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Foreword
The Need for A Plan

The Region of Peel continues to experience a high level of population and employment growth.
This growth will continue to exert pressure on our ability to provide Regional services. This
growth will also exert pressure on our ability to minimize further fragmentation and loss of the
natural landscape and Peel's cultural heritage. These pressures, combined with evolving
functions at the provincial and municipal levels, point to the timeliness of an Official Plan for
Peel Region that can set the stage for delegation of planning authority from the provincial to
the municipal level.

The Region of Peel Official Plan is a public document which provides Regional Council with a
long-term policy framework for decision making. It sets the Regional context for more detailed
planning by protecting the environment, managing resources and directing growth and sets the
basis for providing Regional services in an efficient and effective manner.

Background

The Regional Municipality of Peel came into existence on January 1, 1974, under the Province
of Ontario's Regional Municipality of Peel Act. That legislation also established the lower tier
constituent municipalities of the City of Brampton, the City of Mississauga and the Town of
Caledon (referred to hereafter as the local municipalities). The Region of Peel was created, as
were all upper tier municipalities in Ontario, to provide services that could best be delivered
over a larger geographic area. All of these services are provided to those living and working in
Peel on the basis of cooperation with the local municipalities.

The Region of Peel provides a wide range of services to those living and working in Peel. These
include: construction and maintenance of Regional roads, waste management, water and
sanitary sewers, regional planning, social assistance, assisted child care, homes for the aged,
transit for the disabled, community health, non-profit housing, heritage, and an emergency 9-1-
1 service. Through independent special purpose bodies, the Region of Peel also funds other
services to those living and working in Peel, including policing, conservation authorities,
hospitals and the Children's Aid Society.

The continuing provision of these services in an effective and efficient manner will be assisted
by the strategies for growth and change contained in this Plan.

21.1-11
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Chapter 1: Introduction

i Purpose

The Regional Municipalities Act and the Planning Act direct Regional Council to prepare and
adopt an official plan for Peel and submit it to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing for
approval. The Planning Act guides the content of the Region of Peel Official Plan. When
approved by the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, this Plan becomes the primary long-
range strategic land use policy document for the Region of Peel.

The purpose of this Plan is to:

e provide a holistic approach to planning through an overarching sustainable development
framework that integrates environmental, social, economic and cultural imperatives;

e provide Regional Council with the long-term regional strategic policy framework for guiding
growth and development while having regard for protecting the environment, managing the
renewable and non-renewable resources, and outlining a Regional Structure that manages
this growth in the most effective and efficient manner;

e interpret and apply the intent of provincial legislation and policies within a Regional context
using the authority delegated or assigned to the Region from the Province;

e provide a long-term regional strategic policy framework for the more specific objectives and
land use policies contained in the local municipal official plans which must conform to this
Plan;

e recognize the duality in the Region between the urban nature of the Cities of Brampton and
Mississauga and southern Caledon, and the primarily rural nature of northern Caledon;

e recognize the need for effective environmental protection and management measures to
ensure environmental sustainability;

e integrate climate change considerations in planning and managing growth to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and improve the resilience of the Region to respond and adapt to
a changing climate;

e recognize the importance of protecting and enriching the natural and cultural heritage of
the Region;

Page 1
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Region of Peel Official Plan Chapter 1: Introduction

e recognize the importance of planning for equity and inclusion in consideration of the
population diversity in the Region;

e provide for the health and safety of those living and working in the Region; and

e maintain and enhance the fiscal sustainability of the Region.

Based on these purposes, Regional Council has directed the preparation of this Plan.

1.2 Geographic Scope and Land Acknowledgement

Peel Region is situated in the west-central portion of the Greater Toronto Area, the largest
urban agglomeration in Canada (see graphic below). Covering 1,258 square kilometres and
stretching from Lake Ontario in the south, to the Oak Ridges Moraine and the Niagara
Escarpment in the north, Peel includes a diverse mixture of urban, suburban, rural, agricultural,
and natural landscapes.

It is important to recognize that historically, lands in Peel were used for hunting, gathering,
agriculture, and foraging by Indigenous communities, and their unique relationship to the land
continues to shape the history and economy of Ontario today. Aboriginal rights are elements of
Indigenous custom, practice or tradition that were historically integral to the distinctive culture
of an Indigenous community. Treaty rights are the specific rights embodied in the treaties that
were entered into with Canada, and often address the creation of reserves for the exclusive use
of Indigenous communities. In 1982, when the Constitution Act was passed, treaty rights were
recognized and affirmed by Canada’s Constitution protected by Section 35 of the Constitution
Act.

Peel is covered by various treaties. The 1701 Albany Deed provides for the continuation of
hunting and fishing within the territory (subject to certain limits) and covers much of southern
Ontario. Treaty 14 (or 13A) and Treaty 19 are within the Upper Canada Land Surrenders (see
graphic below). Treaty 14 is known as the Head of the Lake Purchase and was signed on
September 12, 1806 by representatives of the Crown and certain Mississauga peoples. It
includes lands along the north shore of Lake Ontario to the southwest of the Toronto Purchase.
Treaty 19 is also known as the Ajetance Purchase, signed on October 28, 1818 by
representatives of the Crown and Anishinaabe peoples and covers approximately 6,500 km?.
The Ajetance Purchase is named for the Chief of the Credit River Mississaugas.

Page 2
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Treaty No.
19,1818

Region of Peel

7

Town of
Caledon

AL AT

e -

Mississauga

7

»

Treaty No. 13, 1805
Treaty No. 14, 1806

Brant Tract (source: Peel Data Centre, 2020; Treaty No. 19, 1818

Treaty treaty boundary mapping is based on
No. 8, James L. Morris, Indians of Ontario
1797 (Toronto Department of Land and Forests, 1943))

Source: Peel Data Centre, 2020; treaty boundary mapping is based on James L. Morris, Indians
of Ontario (Toronto Department of Land and Forests, 1943)

The municipal boundaries of the Region of Peel Official Plan apply to the combined areas of the
City of Brampton, the City of Mississauga, and the Town of Caledon. The land on which the
Region of Peel operates is treaty land and has been the territory of various Indigenous
communities throughout time. In particular, the Region acknowledges the territory of the
Anishinabek, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and Ojibway/Chippewa peoples; the land that is
home to the Metis, and most recently, the territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation who are direct descendants of the Mississaugas of the Credit. The Region of Peel
recognizes the opportunity to work on this land, and by doing so, give our respect to its first
inhabitants. Their territory and the land has defined and sustained their communities for
generations and must continue to do so to ensure sustained prosperity for future generations.

As of 2021, the population of Peel is 1,451,022 persons. Peel's population growth is largely
driven by immigration. Peel welcomes approximately 11 per cent of Canada's total annual
immigrants and has the highest proportion of immigrants in the Greater Toronto Area (51.5 per
cent based on the last Census). Peel is also one of the most diverse communities in Ontario.
Diversity accounts for a variety of unique characteristics that distinguish individuals and groups

Page 3
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and may contain intersecting dimensions that affect how one experiences an environment.
These can include factors such as culture, ethnicity, race, religion, sex, gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, language, abilities and socioeconomic status. This diversity is
one of Peel’s greatest assets. As the Region continues to grow, we strive to create communities
that are inclusive and welcoming of all individuals.

1.3 Guide to Reading the Plan

This Plan is structured as a series of policy layers to be applied to the geographic base of the
Region. The importance of environmental concerns in the future of the Region is highlighted by
the position of the environment in Chapter 2 at the front of the Plan.

Chapters 1 to 7, Tables 1 to 5, Schedules A-1 to F-4, and the Glossary, constitute the Region of
Peel Official Plan. Except as expressly noted in Policies 7.3.4, 7.3.8, 7.3.10; any changes,
additions, or deletions to these elements will require an amendment to this Plan.

With ecosystem features and functions protected by the policies in Chapter 2, the Plan then sets
out strategic policies to guide the wise use of resources in Chapter 3. Certain resources are part

of the natural environment, but specific policies regarding resource protection are called for by

legislation.

Recognizing the importance of the environment and resources, the Region must plan carefully
to accommodate anticipated growth. Chapter 4 contains growth forecasts to the year 2051 for
the Region, allocates the forecasted population, household and employment growth among the
three local municipalities, and contains policies regarding population, household and
employment growth.

Chapter 5 sets out objectives and policies to guide the structural development of the Region in
order to accommodate the anticipated population and employment growth in a manner which
respects the environmental and resource objectives and policies in this Plan.

Chapter 6 deals with the provision of Regional services in support of the policies in this Plan.

Chapter 7 deals with the various means by which the Region can and may implement the
policies in this Plan.

The Glossary includes definitions of various terms, and is provided to assist the reader in
interpreting the Plan. The definitions of terms provided in provincial plans and the Provincial
Policy Statement applies to those terms that are used in the Region of Peel Official Plan, unless
otherwise identified in the Glossary section of the Region of Peel Official Plan.

Figures are not part of the Region of Peel Official Plan and are provided for illustrative or
informational purposes only and to show the categories of areas typically subject to specific

Page 4
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policies of the Plan. Information shown on figures may be changed or updated from time to
time, without requiring an amendment to this Plan.

The terms ‘Region of Peel’, ‘Peel Region’, ‘Peel’ and ‘the Region’ are used interchangeably in
the Plan to refer to either the corporation or geography of the Regional Municipality of Peel.

Terms in italicized text throughout the Plan are defined in the Glossary. In addition, terms
throughout the Plan in bold and italicized text are used for the purpose of achieving conformity
with provincial plans and policies. The definitions for these terms are not provided in the
Glossary. The reader is referred to the relevant provincial plans, policy or legislation for the
definition. Provincial plans and policies referenced include, but are not limited to, the Greenbelt
Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, the Niagara
Escarpment Plan, the Growth Plan, the Provincial Policy Statement, and the Food and Organic
Waste Policy Statement.

1.4 Application of Provincial Policy

The Region of Peel Official Plan outlines strategies to guide growth and development in the
Region. This Plan acknowledges and is based on legislation, policy statements, guidelines and
provincial policy positions available as of the adoption date of this Plan.

The Region of Peel Official Plan is designed to clarify the roles and responsibilities of the Region
and the local municipalities by providing regional leadership where value is added and by
clearly assigning certain roles to the local municipalities through strong, directive policy
language.

In portions of Peel, specific provincial plans are in effect such as the areas covered by the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan, A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (the
Growth Plan), the Niagara Escarpment Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, the
Greenbelt Plan, and the Parkway Belt West Plan. For a complete understanding of more
detailed matters not covered in this Plan, reference should be made to the official plans for the
local municipalities, their supporting documents and applicable provincial plans. In the event of
a conflict, these provincial plans and policies take precedence over this Plan (see Figure 1).

An underlying premise of this Plan is that provincial policy will be implemented through both
the Region of Peel Official Plan and local municipal plans. Local municipal official plans will
contain more detailed policies. Where a policy in this Plan directs the local municipalities to
include specific policies in their official plans, the direction and the provisions contained in the
policy and in any provincial plans referred to are policies of Regional Council with respect to the
Region’s planning decisions.

Page 5
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1.5 Five Principles of the Plan

This Region of Peel Official Plan for growth to 2051 continues to be based on a set of five
principles formulated by the Regional Official Plan Technical Advisory Committee as part of the
"Regional Official Plan Outline" (revised August 13, 1993) and approved by the Regional Official
Plan Steering Committee and Council. The following are the principles identified for the
preparation of this Plan:

a) The Plan must be strategic in nature, setting broad, high-level, long-term policy directions
for the Region and incorporating the strategic objectives of the local municipalities;

b) The Plan is intended to disentangle local municipal, regional and provincial activities in
planning, eliminate duplication and not complicate local municipal planning efforts. To
accomplish this, the Plan must remain focused on the responsibilities mandated in the
Regional Municipality of Peel Act;

c) The Plan must add value to the planning and development process. The Plan must not
duplicate or infringe on local municipal planning efforts and must have a distinct,
complementary and productive role;

d) The Plan should not act as a vehicle for Regional involvement in matters that are
established as local municipal planning and servicing responsibilities; and

e) The Plan must be prepared with a view to having the Province delegate authority to the
Regional, local municipal and/or conservation authority level.

1.6 Overarching Themes

The overarching theme of this Plan is sustainability which refers to meeting the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
Regional Council will work towards sustainability by applying a sustainable development
framework which will provide a holistic approach to planning, action and measurement. The
principle of sustainable development is important given the need to address significant issues
such as developing a sustainable society and addressing specific issues such as the impacts of
climate change through mitigation and adaptation measures. The aim is to create a strong,
vibrant and resilient Region that can adapt to changes while meeting the environmental, social,
economic and cultural needs of the community. By adopting the framework below, the Plan
will guide the Region in its goal to become and remain a sustainable community.

The environmental imperative is to protect, enhance and foster self-sustaining, regional, native
biodiversity while reducing and measuring the impact of development on the ecosystem based

on an integrated systems approach. The imperative ensures water quantity and quality is

Page 6

21.1-17



Schedule 'A' to By-law 20-2022

Region of Peel Official Plan Chapter 1: Introduction

protected, improved or restored to meet ecosystem needs and for human uses. Further, the
imperative seeks to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions and other pollutants while
promoting best practices in sustainable development including use of green development
standards, energy and water efficient systems and living within the carrying capacity of the
Region’s supporting ecosystems.

The social imperative is to create conditions conducive to healthy citizens and thriving
communities committed to achieving social harmony and social inclusion so that individual,
family, neighbourhood and community needs are met. The Region will strive to have a society
that encourages healthy behaviours, lifestyles, and respect for one another; fosters
inclusiveness, kindness and human dignity; that welcomes newcomers with grace and speed;
and that ensures a civil and peaceful society for all people. The Region will strive to create
communities that are inclusive and welcoming of all individuals. To address this, the Region
recognizes the need for equity in its communities, to be more inclusive of all individuals, and to
avoid barriers that lead to systemic discrimination. The Region will continuously strive to be a
place where individuals of all backgrounds can live free from discrimination, oppression,
harassment, and hate.

The cultural imperative is to promote arts, culture and heritage, and quality of place that will
attract and retain talented people, and encourage creativity and entrepreneurship. Also, the
imperative seeks to create buildings and public spaces that are beautiful and accessible building
on our distinctive human, cultural, historical and natural characteristics, where people take
personal responsibility for the success of our community and promote civic engagement, social
cohesion and inclusion, placing value on the rich fabric of Peel’s population.

The economic imperative is to promote a strong, vibrant and prosperous economy that
operates within the sustainability theme by encouraging environmentally friendly businesses
and business practices, providing for an adequate supply of future employment lands,
convenient, safe and efficient transportation network, sustainable infrastructure and services to
support a diverse and growing economy including local employment and financial sustainability.

This sustainable development framework enables integration of the environmental, social,
economic and cultural imperatives throughout the Plan. Each imperative requires planning
issues to be approached from different perspectives and has a distinct primary focus and
strengths. Viewed together, the imperatives provide an integrated and flexible basis for the
formulation of policy and decision-making. The four imperatives contribute towards the
Community for Life vision in the Council adopted Region of Peel Strategic Plan and Mission to
create a healthy, safe and connected community. This Plan contains integrated yet adaptive
goals and objectives that promote sustainable development.
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1.7 General Goals

In applying the policies in this Plan, the overall goals of Regional Council are:

1.7.1 To create healthy, resilient, equitable and sustainable regional communities for those
living and working in Peel which is characterized by physical, mental, economic and social well-
being; crime prevention, minimizing hunger and homelessness; a recognition and preservation
of the Region's natural and cultural heritage; and an emphasis on the importance of Peel's
future as a caring community.

1.7.2 To recognize, respect, preserve, restore and enhance the importance of ecosystem
features, functions and linkages, and enhance the environmental well-being of air, water, land
resources and living organisms.

1.7.3 To ensure the Region is resilient and adapted to a changing climate and planned in a
manner that works towards achieving net zero emissions over time.

1.7.4 To recognize the importance of a vital, competitive and diverse economy and a sound tax
base, and manage and stage growth and development in accordance with the financial goals
and overall fiscal sustainability of the Region.

1.7.5 To support growth and development which takes place in a sustainable manner, and
which integrates the environmental, social, economic and cultural responsibilities of the Region
and the Province.

The implementation of policies and strategies detailed in this Plan is subject to the fiscal
constraints of the Province, the Region, the local municipalities and agencies directly or

indirectly involved. However, both the short and long-term economic, social, cultural and
environmental implications of inaction must be seriously considered.

Page 8

21.1-19



Schedule 'A' to By-law 20-2022

Region of Peel Official Plan Chapter 2: The Natural Environment

Chapter 2: Natural Environment

P Purpose

The Region's heritage resources consist of its natural and cultural heritage. There is an
important interrelationship between these resources illustrating the historic link between the
local municipal community and its surrounding environment, and providing a sense of place
and identity. The Region of Peel recognizes that Indigenous communities have a special
relationship with the earth and its natural resources. Indigenous communities’ tradition of
stewardship of land, water and resources extends back thousands of years and links to
aboriginal and treaty rights as recognized and affirmed in Section 35 of the Constitution Act.
The primary focus of this chapter is the natural environment, while the identification,
preservation and promotion of Peel's cultural heritage is dealt with in Chapter 3: Resources.
The close relationship that exists between the natural and cultural heritage is recognized,
therefore, the objectives and policies of this chapter should not be considered in isolation.

Healthy natural systems require no intervention to function properly. Degraded natural systems
have costly consequences for our communities which can be intensified by the impacts of
climate change. A well-functioning natural environment has social, health and economic
benefits for those living and working in Peel, now and in the future.

The Region of Peel recognizes its responsibility to maintain, protect, restore and enhance
natural systems in Peel. The Region recognizes the importance of a resilient natural
environment which will better enable natural systems to recover from disturbances and to
tolerate and adapt to a changing climate.

In this chapter, emphasis is placed on the joint efforts with the local municipalities,
conservation authorities and other agencies that are required to protect natural systems,
restore poorly functioning ecosystems, promote clean air, water and land, and mitigate and
adapt to climate change.

These efforts contribute to ecological sustainability and a healthy environment for the residents
of the Region. This is accomplished by promoting sustainable development in accordance with
the policies of this Plan and through decisions that integrate social, economic, environmental
and cultural considerations which affect the environment. One of the appropriate frameworks
for these efforts is the establishment of a set of environmental policies in this Plan, to be
supported and supplemented by environmental policies in the three local municipal official
plans, the Greenbelt Plan, Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, approved source protection plans,
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Parkway Belt West Plan, Growth Plan, Niagara Escarpment Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan, and Provincial Policy Statement.

Large environmental systems interact with smaller ecosystems, including localized plant and
animal communities. This Plan considers the Region’s climate system, Water Resource System,
Lake Ontario, Lake Simcoe, Greenbelt, Niagara Escarpment, Oak Ridges Moraine, and the
Greenlands System, as the relevant large environmental systems which the Region has a role in
protecting.

2.2 Goal

To ensure a healthy, resilient and self-sustaining natural environment within Peel Region.

2.3 Policies
2.3.1 Establish a comprehensive policy framework to mitigate and adapt to climate change.

2.3.2 Rationalize the regulatory framework for the natural environment across the Region on
an ecosystem basis, jointly with the local municipalities, conservation authorities and provincial
agencies, to increase the defensibility and effectiveness of protection measures.

2.3.3 Protect, maintain, restore and enhance the quality and ecological integrity of
ecosystems, including air, water, land and biota jointly with the local municipalities,
conservation authorities, federal and provincial agencies.

2.3.4 Adopt policies and establish programs for the restoration and enhancement of the
natural environment jointly with the local municipalities, conservation authorities and
provincial agencies.

2.3.5 Participate in, and support, broader scale environmental studies in order to assess the
carrying capacity of ecosystems and the potential cumulative effects of development in areas
where development is likely to have a major impact on the ecological integrity of broader

ecosystems and the Greenlands System in Peel.

2.3.6 Identify and regulate development on lands exposed to natural hazards jointly with the
local municipalities, provincial agencies and conservation authorities.

2.3.7 Encourage the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities, to
promote and enforce soil conservation measures on developing sites.
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P Climate System

The Region’s climate is changing due to changes in the global climate system caused by the
release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Climate change is a serious issue that affects
people, communities and ecosystems at the global, national and local levels. It is anticipated
that changes to the Region’s climate will result in higher annual average temperatures, and
more extreme, unpredictable weather. Over time, climate change will adversely impact the
makeup and function of natural systems, increase the risk of flooding, damage infrastructure
and negatively impact public health. As the Region continues to grow, the challenge of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions as well as managing the risks and vulnerabilities associated with
climate change will be intensified. Climate change impacts will not be experienced equally
across individuals and communities. Underlying social inequities will also need to be addressed
as climate change will disproportionately affect those with lower socio-economic and/or health
status. All of these changes will increase costs and demand for government programs and
services.

Mitigation and adaptation are core strategies for reducing and managing the risks related to
climate change. Mitigation refers to actions that reduce or eliminate the sources and emissions
of greenhouse gases. Adaptation refers to actions that reduce the vulnerability of communities
to the impacts of climate change and improve the resilience of communities to respond and
recover when impacts occur.

The Region, in conjunction with the local municipalities, agencies and other orders of
government have an important role in mitigating the impacts of climate change and reducing
community vulnerability through adaptation while taking advantage of opportunities to
strengthen economic prosperity, social well-being and environmental integrity. This can be
achieved through land use and infrastructure planning, and adjusting Regional programs and
services to reduce emissions and improve resiliency.

The interconnectedness of actions requires direction across planning themes including growth
management, transportation, natural heritage, water, energy and agriculture for the protection
of human health, property, environment, and economy. Policies addressing climate change will
be found in other areas of this Plan including the Natural Heritage, Resources, Regional
Structure, Services and Implementation sections.

Goal

2.4.1 To address the impacts of climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions through
mitigation and reducing the vulnerability of the Region to climate change impacts through
adaptation to create a more resilient and low-carbon community.
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Objectives

2.4.2 To support the development of sustainable, low-carbon, compact, mixed-use, and transit-
supportive communities which reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support active
transportation, protect natural systems, features and functions, and promote renewable
energy, energy conservation and efficient design.

2.4.3 To support the implementation of policies, programs, and services that reduces
community and natural vulnerability to climate impacts.

2.4.4 To assess the potential impacts and associated risks of climate change to infrastructure
and incorporate appropriate measures to reduce or mitigate vulnerabilities, impacts and risks.

2.4.5 To promote a culture of conservation through energy, water and soil conservation and
integrated waste management.

2.4.6 To support and promote local food production and sustainable procurement, food
security, and protect the Region’s agricultural land base and rural economy.

Policies

2.4.7 In collaboration with the local municipalities and conservation authorities, support and
undertake climate change mitigation and adaptation planning and implementation through
coordinated strategies, plans and actions in accordance with accepted frameworks and
provincial guidance.

2.4.8 In collaboration with the local municipalities and conservation authorities, support and
undertake natural systems, community sector and infrastructure risk and vulnerability
assessments and identify strategies and actions that will reduce vulnerability and improve the
resiliency of the Region to climate change.

2.4.9 In collaboration with the local municipalities, develop and complete region-wide
community greenhouse gas inventories in accordance with accepted methods and standards.

2.4.10 Direct the local municipalities in collaboration with the Region to undertake community
energy and greenhouse gas emissions reduction planning in accordance with provincial
guidance, including developing energy use and greenhouse gas inventories for local community
emissions, establishing emission reduction targets, objectives or scenarios, and recommending
strategies and actions to reduce emissions and promote low carbon energy alternatives.

2.4.11 Establish Regional corporate greenhouse gas emission reduction targets that support
provincial targets and that work towards the goal of creating low carbon communities and
monitor and report on progress made towards the achievement of these targets.
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2.4.12 Proactively engage all orders of government, the private sector, public organizations
and the public to support implementation of climate change planning actions.

2.5 Air Quality

Air quality is a significant issue which can negatively affect human health, the environment and
economy. Peel is part of a Great Lakes Basin climatic system or airshed. Peel’s air quality is
affected not only by local sources of air pollution, but also regional, national and international
sources. Larger weather systems may flush out, bring in, or trap polluted air. On average,
approximately fifty per cent of the air pollution experienced in Peel comes from sources in the
United States. In addition, Peel’s emissions also affect our neighbour’s downwind.

Air pollution comes from a number of natural and human sources which include industry,
transportation, heating and cooling, dust and forest fires. Poor air quality affects everyone,
including healthy individuals. Certain groups of people however, face a greater health risk from
poor air quality and are referred to as vulnerable populations. These vulnerable populations
include: children, seniors, people with allergies, asthma, heart and/or lung conditions and
people who work or exercise outside.

Air has no boundaries and is constantly moving. The Region does not have the authority to
regulate air emissions. However, the Region in conjunction with the local municipalities play a
significant role in creating healthier and sustainable communities. Air quality can be improved
by the Region through the land use and infrastructure planning processes and through
leadership in reducing emissions associated with corporate operations. Policies to improve air
guality are also valuable in mitigating the effects of climate change, as both issues require
changes to land use, minimizing use of fossil fuels, decreasing auto modal share and shifting
towards alternative energy sources. Policies related to air quality are captured below. However,
due to the interrelationships with other sections including transportation, energy, climate
change and sustainability; policies to address air quality can also be found in other sections of
the Official Plan.

Goal

2.5.1 To create healthier and sustainable communities by improving local air quality and
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Objectives
2.5.2 To improve local air quality and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

2.5.3 To promote sustainable development and land use patterns which address public health,
transportation systems, energy conservation and environmental concerns.
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Policies

2.5.4 In consultation with the local municipalities, develop strategies and tools to assess the air
guality implications of development that support the reduction in emissions from municipal,
transportation, commercial, industrial and residential sources that can minimize adverse
human health effects. These tools would be applied to but not limited to development
applications and projects that may be insignificant by themselves, but cumulatively are
significant.

2.5.5 Develop a multi-stakeholder air quality management plan to provide more detail on
policies and strategies for reducing air pollution.

2.5.6 Raise awareness of local air quality issues and climate change through partnerships with
all orders of government, the private sector and public organizations.

2.5.7 In consultation with the local municipalities and other orders of government, develop
outreach programs to promote air quality and to encourage behaviour change in order to
reduce air pollution.

2.5.8 Proactively engage all orders of government, the private sector and public organizations
to promote more health protective emissions standards for vehicles, industries and energy
producing facilities.

2.5.9 Establish corporate targets for greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution reductions to
improve local air quality and address climate change.

2.5.10 Support the development of local municipal official plan policies including, but not
limited to, setbacks for residential development, transportation corridors and the separation of
sensitive land uses from both planned and existing sources of harmful emissions.

2.5.11 Model air quality to accurately establish local air emissions in Peel and report on the
findings from modelling.

2.6 Water Resource System

Water resources are comprised of complex interrelated systems, features and areas such as
aquifers, ground water recharge and discharge areas, seepage areas and springs, rivers,
streams, ponds, wetlands, lakes, and stormwater. These systems depend on the hydrological
cycle of precipitation, ground water infiltration, evapotranspiration and surface runoff. Ground
water and surface water are important regional resources. Not only do these resources supply
drinking water, they also play a vital role in maintaining ecological integrity of ecosystems.
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The Credit River, Humber River, Etobicoke Creek, Mimico Creek and their tributaries form the
major watersheds in Peel, although portions of other larger watersheds and many smaller
watersheds also lie within Peel (see Figure 2).

Ground water plays an important role in the hydrological cycle of the Water Resource System.
The identification, maintenance and protection of ground water recharge and discharge
features and functions such as woodlands, topographic depressions, wetlands, ponds, lakes,
rivers and streams are important to sustaining ground water quality and quantity. These
features are adversely affected by climate change and are also essential for adaptation and
mitigation of climate change impacts.

The ground water features and areas, surface water features and areas, and their associated
hydrologic functions make up Peel’s Water Resource System. The sustained social, economic
and environmental well-being of the Region is dependent on the proper protection,
management and conservation of Peel’s Water Resource System and related Greenlands
System.

Peel has an abundance of ground and surface water resources, but faces a growing number of
water management challenges as the extent and intensity of land uses increase the impacts on
natural systems. Climate change also presents a threat to the Region’s water resources.
Ground and surface waters face threats from climate change such as reduced water levels,
leading to habitat loss. The Region of Peel and its partners are developing and implementing
strategies to adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change. The interconnections and
relationships among human activities and the subsequent impacts on the Water Resource
System must be recognized and addressed.

Objectives

2.6.1 To protect, improve or restore the quantity and quality of water resources for the supply
of potable water and maintenance of ecosystem integrity.

2.6.2 To eliminate or minimize potential negative land use impacts on vulnerable surface and
ground water, sensitive ground water features and sensitive surface water features, and their

hydrologic functions.

2.6.3 To increase the collective knowledge of water resources in and adjacent to Peel through
the study, analysis and monitoring of these resources.

2.6.4 To promote public awareness and education initiatives with respect to the protection and
conservation of water resources.
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Policies

2.6.5 Protect, improve or restore the quality and quantity of water resources, including Water
Resource System features and areas, key hydrologic areas and key hydrologic features, and
their hydrologic functions, and related natural systems, features and areas, including their
linkages and related functions, jointly with the local municipalities, conservation authorities and
other related agencies.

2.6.6 To identify Water Resource System features and areas as shown on Schedules A-1, A-2
and A-3 and direct the local municipalities to further interpret, refine and identify or designate,
as appropriate, Water Resource System features and areas in their official plans.

2.6.7 Initiate, promote and support efforts to further identify, study, analyze and monitor
water resources, jointly with the local municipalities, conservation authorities and other related
agencies to ensure water quantity and quality meet provincial and regional standards.

2.6.8 Initiate, promote and support, as appropriate, coordinated inter-municipal and inter-
agency water resource management efforts, particularly with respect to cross boundary
resource issues.

2.6.9 Require the use of low impact development and green infrastructure approaches, as
appropriate, to mitigate and adapt to climate change impacts, mitigate the impacts of
development on natural heritage features, support the efficient and sustainable use of water
resources and to manage stormwater.

2.6.10 Direct the local municipalities to establish policies and programs to protect, improve or
restore water resources.

2.6.11 Restrict development and site alteration to protect municipal drinking water supplies in
accordance with the policies in this Plan, and to protect, improve or restore vulnerable surface
and ground water, sensitive surface water features, sensitive ground water features, key
hydrologic features and key hydrologic areas, and their functions.

2.6.12 Require that development and site alteration that may have an immediate or cumulative
impact on water resources be supported by appropriate hydrological and hydrogeological
studies in accordance with provincial policy and the policies of this Plan. Study requirements, as
appropriate, shall be confirmed when applications for development or site alteration are
proposed within designated vulnerable areas or key hydrologic areas, or on lands within 120
metres of a sensitive surface water feature, sensitive ground water feature or key hydrologic
feature.

2.6.13 Exempt new or expansions to buildings or structures for agricultural uses, agriculture
related uses or on-farm diversified uses from the requirement of a hydrological or
hydrogeological study where the total impervious surface does not exceed 10 percent of the lot
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or if a minimum 30 metre vegetation protection zone is provided from a key hydrologic
feature.

2.6.14 Prohibit development and site alteration in key hydrologic features or any associated
vegetation protection zone outside of settlement areas in accordance with any policies of this
Plan and applicable provincial plan.

2.6.15 Direct the local municipalities to require a hydrologic evaluation that identifies a
vegetation protection zone for applications related to new development or site alteration
within 120 meters of a key hydrologic feature outside of a settlement area, in accordance with
any requirements of this Plan and the Growth Plan.

2.6.16 Direct the local municipalities to only permit large scale development by plan of
subdivision, vacant plan of condominium or site plan in key hydrologic areas outside of
settlement areas if it is demonstrated that the hydrologic functions, including the quality and
guantity of water, of these areas will be protected and, where possible, enhanced or restored
in accordance with any requirements of this Plan and the Growth Plan.

2.6.17 Support initiatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, other Provincial
ministries, farming organizations, local municipalities, conservation authorities and other
agencies, which encourage sound agricultural land management and soil conservation
practices, and other measures that minimize or eliminate the amount of pesticides, nutrients,
silt and other contaminants which have the potential to enter ground and surface water
systems of the region.

2.6.18 Work jointly with the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks, local
municipalities, conservation authorities and other relevant agencies to establish coordinated
procedures with respect to water taking permits to ensure that water resources are protected,
improved and restored, and that the concerns of the Region and local municipalities are
addressed.

2.6.19 Watersheds

The natural boundaries of watersheds and subwatersheds provide the ecologically meaningful
scale to undertake watershed planning as a comprehensive, integrated and long-term
approach for the protection, restoration and enhancement of water resources, and related
natural resources. Provincial guidelines provide a framework for the preparation of watershed
and subwatershed plans.

Policies

2.6.19.1 Require and participate in watershed planning in order to protect, improve or restore
the quality and quantity of water resources.
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2.6.19.2 Work jointly with the local municipalities in partnership with the conservation
authorities and, where applicable, the Niagara Escarpment Commission to implement guidance
and recommendations provided through watershed and subwatershed plans to ensure that:

a) the identification of the Water Resource System is informed by watershed planning and
other available information;

b) appropriate designations and policies are applied in local municipal official plans to provide
for the long-term protection of key hydrologic features, key hydrologic areas, and their

functions;

c) decisions on allocation of growth and planning for water, wastewater and stormwater
infrastructure are informed by applicable watershed planning;

d) planning for Designated Greenfield Areas is informed by a subwatershed plan or equivalent
study; and

e) the Great Lakes Strategy, the targets and goals of the Great Lakes Protection Act, and any
applicable Great Lakes agreements, coastal or waterfront planning initiatives are
considered.

2.6.19.3 Recognize the important relationship between Indigenous communities and the

natural environment and seek input from Indigenous communities when undertaking

watershed and sub-watershed planning.

2.6.19.4 Monitor ground and surface water quality and quantity jointly with the local

municipalities and conservation authorities to assess cumulative impacts and the effectiveness

of strategies, policies and programs in meeting water resource objectives.

Watershed Plans

2.6.19.5 Work jointly with the conservation authorities, and the local municipalities, to prepare
watershed plans that, at a minimum:

a) characterize the watershed, including establishing a water budget and nutrient loading
assessment;

b) consider and evaluate climate change risks and impacts;
c) establish water quality and quantity goals, objectives and targets;

d) evaluate the impacts of forecasted growth and servicing options;
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e) establish criteria for identifying and protecting water quality and quantity, hydrologic
features, areas and functions;

f) provide direction and recommendations for land and water management strategies,
mitigation and environmental best management practices, including recommendations
addressing water and natural heritage system protection, restoration and enhancement,
water conservation, stormwater management and the impacts of climate change on natural
heritage and the Water Resource System;

g) provide recommendations for environmental monitoring and adaptive management; and,

h) provide direction for undertaking subwatershed plans.

Subwatershed Plans

2.6.19.6 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with the Region and conservation

authorities to prepare subwatershed plans, or equivalent studies, prior to the development of

a new or a major update to an existing secondary plan or local plan, or settlement area

boundary expansion.

2.6.19.7 Require that subwatershed plans, or equivalent studies, include, at a minimum, the
following:

a) a characterization of existing environmental conditions;

b) the establishment of environmental targets to maintain, restore and enhance existing
conditions;

c) an assessment of the cumulative environmental impacts from existing and planned
development;

d) the consideration of land use, development, and infrastructure alternatives to avoid or
minimize impacts;

e) the identification of management strategies and actions to meet environmental targets and
objectives including identification of water resource and natural heritage system features
and areas requiring protection, improvement, restoration and enhancement;

f) confirmation of the boundaries of the Regional Greenlands System; and,

g) recommendations regarding monitoring and adaptive environmental management.
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2.6.20 Stormwater Management

Stormwater refers to rainwater and melted snow that flows over land, roads, parking lots,
lawns and other sites. Under natural conditions, stormwater is intercepted by vegetation and
then absorbed into the ground and filtered. Eventually, stormwater contributes to replenishing
aquifers or is absorbed into plants or the ground and filtered. In urban and rural areas,
however, impervious surfaces such as roads and roofs reduce the amount of precipitation from
naturally soaking into the ground, resulting in increased runoff, erosion and flooding during
storm events.

Objectives

2.6.20.1 To recognize stormwater as a resource and to manage stormwater in a way that
protects, improves or restores the health of water resources, minimizes flooding and erosion,
and considers the risks and vulnerabilities of stormwater infrastructure to climate change and

the role of stormwater management in climate change adaptation.

2.6.20.2 To implement an integrated watershed approach for the management of stormwater
to protect public health and safety and the natural environment.

2.6.20.3 To manage stormwater to maintain the natural hydrologic cycle, reduce risks
associated with flooring and stream erosion, replenish ground water resources and protect,

improve or restore water quality and natural heritage system functions.

2.6.20.4 To practice and encourage effective management of stormwater drainage for Regional
infrastructure and facilities in order to protect, improve or restore water quantity and quality.

2.6.20.5 To ensure that the management of stormwater does not impede the intended use of
Regional road rights-of-way to serve present and future transportation needs.

2.6.20.6 To ensure that adverse drainage impacts to Regional road rights-of-way will not occur
as a result of stormwater flows from adjacent lands.

Policies

2.6.20.7 Work jointly with the local municipalities and the conservation authorities to develop
stormwater master plans for serviced settlement areas that:

a) areinformed by watershed planning;

b) protect the quality and quantity of water by assessing existing stormwater systems and
facilities;
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c) characterize existing environmental conditions;

d) examine the cumulative environmental impacts of stormwater from existing and planned
development, including an assessment of how climate change and extreme weather events
will exacerbate these impacts and the identification of appropriate mitigation and
adaptation strategies;

e) incorporate appropriate low impact development and green infrastructure approaches;

f) identify the need for stormwater management retrofit opportunities that could improve the
level of stormwater management for areas where stormwater is uncontrolled or
inadequately controlled;

g) identify the full life cycle costs of the stormwater infrastructure, including maintenance
costs, and options to finance costs over the long term; and

h) include an implementation and maintenance plan.

2.6.20.8 Work jointly with the local municipalities and conservation authorities to maximize the
extent and function of vegetative and pervious surfaces, thereby reducing the volume of
stormwater needed to be managed within developed areas.

2.6.20.9 Promote and implement stormwater management practices to maintain the natural
hydrologic cycle, reduce risks associated with flooding and stream erosion, replenish ground
water resources and protect, improve or restore water quality and natural heritage system
functions.

2.6.20.10 Promote and implement a treatment train approach to manage stormwater
incorporating a hierarchy of stormwater management practices including at source, conveyance
and end of pipe solutions.

2.6.20.11 Direct the local municipalities to develop and implement stormwater management
programs which address policy, planning, design, operations, and maintenance requirements
for the provision of stormwater services to local communities.

2.6.20.12 Direct the local municipalities to integrate stormwater management planning
requirements throughout the planning approvals process in accordance with provincial
requirements and to implement the guidance and recommendations of watershed and
subwatershed plans, master environmental servicing plans, environmental impact studies and
stormwater master plans, as appropriate.

2.6.20.13 Direct the local municipalities to require proposals for large-scale development to be
supported by a stormwater management plan that:
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a) is informed by a subwatershed plan or equivalent;

b) incorporates an integrated treatment train approach which meets stormwater management
requirements including for water balance, water quantity, water quality and erosion
control;

c) incorporates low impact development and green infrastructure approaches;

d) minimizes vegetation removal, grading and soil compaction, sediment erosion and
impervious surfaces; and

e) aligns with the stormwater master plan for the settlement area, where applicable.

2.6.20.14 Encourage the local municipalities to prepare comprehensive flood and stormwater
management plans for areas undergoing intensification and redevelopment in advance of or
concurrent with development approvals.

Stormwater Management within Regional Roads and Regional Facilities

2.6.20.15 Manage stormwater quality and quantity by undertaking environmentally
sustainable site design and building practices that avoid, minimize or mitigate stormwater
runoff volume, contaminant loads and impacts to receiving watercourses and ground water.

2.6.20.16 Implement low impact development and green infrastructure practices which
recognize that stormwater is most effectively managed on-site where it falls to mimic natural
hydrology to the greatest extent possible through infiltration, evapotranspiration, harvesting,
filtration, and detention of stormwater supplemented by conveyance, then end-of-pipe
solutions.

2.6.20.17 Discourage the use of Regional road rights-of-way to accommodate drainage from
development or site alteration on adjacent lands.

2.6.20.18 Only allow the use of Regional road rights-of-way to convey stormwater when it is
demonstrated by the proponent that directing the flow of drainage into the local municipal
storm sewer system is not feasible and the stormwater run-off from a proposed development
or site alteration will not negatively impact the performance of the Regional road drainage
system to the satisfaction of the Region and relevant approval agencies.

2.6.20.19 Require that all drainage from development or site alteration on adjacent lands that
drain into a Regional storm sewer meet criteria identified in assessment studies such as
watershed or subwatershed plans and demonstrate the following:

a) Post-development flow should be equal to or less than the pre-development levels in order
to not exacerbate or increase the downstream flood risk;
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b) Drainage does not adversely affect the capacity and performance of Regional infrastructure;

c) Drainage does not adversely impact water balance, or exacerbate or increase the
downstream erosion risk; and

d) Drainage does not adversely impact water quality to the Regional road drainage system or
receiving waterways.

When the above conditions are not feasible, should the Region deem it acceptable to allow
drainage from development or site alteration on adjacent lands, the Region may require the
provision of offsetting compensation to ensure stormwater is managed effectively.

2.6.20.20 Direct the local municipalities and conservation authorities to ensure that
stormwater drainage from Regional roads is considered and comprehensively managed during
the development of stormwater management plans for new development or redevelopment.

2.7 Source Water Protection

The quantity and quality of drinking water can be adversely affected by incompatible activities
and land uses which have the potential to contaminate or reduce the supply of drinking water
sources. The Clean Water Act provides a framework through which municipalities can protect
existing and future sources of municipal drinking water and requires the preparation of source
protection plans. A source water protection plan is a watershed based strategy containing
policies which direct how the quality and quantity of municipal drinking water supplies will be
protected. In Peel Region, the Credit Valley Conservation —Toronto and Region Conservation —
Central Lake Ontario Conservation (CTC), South Georgian Bay —Lake Simcoe (SGBLS) and Halton
Hamilton (HH) Source Protection Committees have led the preparation of source water
protection plans, all of which apply to various portions of the Region. The applicable land use
planning policies have been incorporated into the Region of Peel Official Plan. These policies
must be read in conjunction with the applicable source protection plans and local municipal
official plans.

Objectives
2.7.1 To provide a multi-barrier approach to protecting the quantity and quality of existing and
future drinking water sources from incompatible land uses and significant drinking water

threats.

2.7.2 To ensure that a drinking water threat activity does not become a significant drinking
water threat.

2.7.3 To promote the stewardship of drinking water sources in collaboration with the Province,
local municipalities and conservation authorities.
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Policies

2.7.4 Support the development and implementation of education and awareness initiatives in
collaboration with the local municipalities, conservation authorities, and the Province, which
promote the protection and stewardship of drinking water sources in vulnerable areas.

2.7.5 Identify and implement the following source protection plans, as identified on Schedule
A-4, that apply to Peel Region:

a) CTC Source Protection Plan
b) South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Source Protection Plan
c) Halton Hamilton Source Protection Plan

2.7.6 Direct the local municipalities to identify the boundaries of vulnerable areas including
wellhead protection areas, highly vulnerable aquifers, intake protection zones, significant
ground water recharge areas, and jssue contributing areas in their official plans.

2.7.7 Direct the local municipalities to include policies in their official plans to restrict, prohibit
and/or regulate development and site alteration within vulnerable areas, in accordance with
the applicable source protection plan.

2.7.8 Direct the local municipalities to require the appropriate studies in accordance with the
applicable source protection plan to assess whether development and site alteration will be a
potential threat to a municipal drinking water source within a vulnerable area and determine
whether development or site alteration should be restricted, prohibited or regulated.

Restricted Land Use Policies
2.7.9 Direct the Town of Caledon to:

a) designate all land uses, except residential land uses, as restricted land uses in accordance
with Section 59 of the Clean Water Act, in all areas where drinking water threat activities
are, or would be, a significant drinking water threat, for the purpose of implementing a
Prohibition (Section 57) or a Risk Management Plan (Section 58) in accordance with the
applicable source protection plan;

b) circulate applications for development and site alteration within a wellhead protection area
or issue contributing area to the Risk Management Official for review to determine whether

Section 57 Prohibition or Section 58 Regulated Activities of the Clean Water Act, applies to
the activity for which the land is to be used; and
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c) require applications for development and site alteration in a wellhead protection area or
issue contributing area to submit a source water disclosure report and Section 59 Notice as
part of a complete application, as required.

Wellhead Protection Areas and Issue Contributing Areas
2.7.10 Identify wellhead protection areas and issue contributing areas on Schedule A-5.

2.7.11 Identify the relative vulnerability of wellhead protection areas shown on Schedule A-5
by indicating their vulnerability to drinking water threats as a vulnerability score which ranges
from 1 to 10, with 10 representing the highest vulnerability.

2.7.12 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit or restrict the following development or site
alteration in wellhead protection areas and issue contributing areas where the development or
site alteration is a significant drinking water threat, in accordance with the applicable source
protection plan:

a) Waste disposal sites

b) Septic systems

c) Stormwater management ponds

d) Sanitary sewers and related infrastructure

e) Sewage treatment plants

f) Parking lots, roadways and sidewalks

g) Storage facilities for agricultural source material

h) Storage facilities for non-agricultural source material
i) Storage facilities for commercial fertilizers

j) Storage facilities for pesticides

k) Storage facilities for road salt

[) Storage facilities for snow storage

m) Storage facilities for fuel

n) Storage facilities for dense non-aqueous phase liquids (DNAPL)
o) Storage facilities for organic solvent

p) Outdoor confinement or farm animal yard

CTC Source Protection Plan Area Policies

Waste Disposal Sites

2.7.13 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit the use of land for the following types of waste
disposal facilities in wellhead protection areas A and B with a vulnerability score of 10, wellhead

protection area E with a vulnerability score of 9 and issue contributing areas for nitrates or
pathogens where the use would be a significant drinking water threat:
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a) Storage, treatment, and discharge of tailings from mines

b) Landfarming of petroleum refining waste;

c) Landfilling of hazardous waste;

d) Landfilling of municipal waste;

e) Landfilling of solid non-hazardous industrial or commercial waste;
f) Liquid industrial waste injection into a well;

g) Storage of hazardous or liquid industrial waste at large facilities such as landfills and
transfer stations; and

h) Storage of wastes described in clauses (p), (q), (r), (s), (t) or (u) of the definition of
“hazardous waste”, or in clause (d) of the definition of “liquid industrial waste” as large
facilities such as landfills and transfer stations in Section 1 of Regulation 347 (General —
Waste Management) R.R.O. made under the Environmental Protection Act.

Septic Systems Under the Building Code Act — Vacant Lots of Record

2.7.14 Direct the Town of Caledon to restrict development dependent on septic systems
governed under the Building Code Act on vacant existing lots of record in wellhead protection
areas A, B and E with a vulnerability score of 10 and issue contributing areas for nitrates or
pathogens. Septic systems may be permitted if the development is subject to site plan control
in order to ensure that the location and design is optimized in relation to significant drinking
water threats.

Septic Systems Under the Building Code Act — New Lots

2.7.15 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit the creation of new lots requiring septic systems
governed under the Building Code Act in wellhead protection area A, where the activity would
be a significant drinking water threat.

2.7.16 Direct the Town of Caledon to restrict the creation of new lots requiring septic systems
governed under the Building Code Act in wellhead protection areas B and E with a vulnerability
score of 10 and issue contributing areas for nitrates or pathogens. New lots shall only be
permitted if a hydrological assessment to determine the appropriate development density has
been prepared by a qualified professional licensed to carry out the work and the municipality is
satisfied that the activity will not become a significant drinking water threat.
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Septic Systems Under the Ontario Water Resources Act

2.7.17 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit development dependent on septic systems
governed under the Ontario Water Resources Act in wellhead protection area A, where the
activity would be a significant drinking water threat.

2.7.18 Direct the Town of Caledon to restrict development dependent on septic systems
governed under the Ontario Water Resources Act in wellhead protection areas B and E with a
vulnerability score of 10 and issue contributing areas for nitrates, pathogens, sodium or
chloride. New development shall only be permitted if it has been demonstrated through an
approved environmental assessment or similar planning process that the location of the septic
system is the preferred alternative and the safety of the drinking water system has been
assured.

Stormwater Management

2.7.19 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit the use of land for the establishment of a new
stormwater management facility in wellhead protection area A, where the discharge, including
infiltration, of stormwater to land or surface water would be a significant drinking water threat.

2.7.20 Direct the Town of Caledon to restrict the use of land for the discharge of stormwater to
land or surface water from a stormwater management facility in wellhead protection area B
with a vulnerability score of 10, wellhead protection area E with a vulnerability score of 8 or
greater, and in issue contributing areas for nitrates, pathogens or chloride, where the activity
would be a significant drinking water threat. The use of land for the discharge of stormwater
shall only be permitted if it has been demonstrated through an approved environmental
assessment or similar planning process that the location of the discharge from a stormwater
management facility is the preferred alternative and the safety of the drinking water system
has been assured.

Sanitary Sewers and Related Pipes

2.7.21 Direct the Town of Caledon to restrict development dependent on sanitary sewers and
related pipes in wellhead protection areas A, B and E with a vulnerability score of 10, and in
issue contributing areas for nitrates or pathogens. New development dependent on sanitary
sewers and related pipes shall only be permitted where it has been demonstrated through an
approved environmental assessment or similar planning process that the location of the
sanitary sewer and related pipes is the preferred alternative and the safety of the drinking
water has been assured.

Page 27

21.1-38



Schedule 'A' to By-law 20-2022

Region of Peel Official Plan Chapter 2: The Natural Environment

Storage of Sewage

2.7.22 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit the use of land for the establishment of sewage
storage facilities in wellhead protection area A with a vulnerability score of 10, wellhead
protection area E with a vulnerability score of 9 or greater, and in wellhead protection area E in
an issue contributing area for nitrates or pathogens, where the activity would be a significant
drinking water threat.

2.7.23 Direct the Town of Caledon to restrict the use of land for the establishment of sewage
storage facilities in wellhead protection area B with a vulnerability score of 8 or greater,
wellhead protection area C with a vulnerability score of 8, and issue contributing areas for
nitrates or pathogens. The use of land for sewage storage facilities shall only be permitted
where it has been demonstrated through an approved environmental assessment or similar
planning process that the location of the sewage storage facility is the preferred alternative and
the safety of the drinking water system has been assured.

Sewage Works

2.7.24 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit development dependent on the establishment of
sewage works where the sewage works discharge would be a significant drinking water threat
and the discharge is to surface water from:

a) combined sewer discharge from a stormwater outlet to surface water or sewage treatment
plant bypass discharge to surface water in wellhead protection area E with a vulnerability
score of 8 or greater, and in wellhead protection area E in an issue contributing area for
nitrates or pathogens;

b) industrial effluent discharges in wellhead protection area E with a vulnerability score of 8 or
greater, and in wellhead protection area E in an issue contributing area for nitrates,
pathogens or chloride; and

c) sewage treatment plant effluent discharges including lagoons in wellhead protection area A
and B with a vulnerability score of 10, wellhead protection area E with a vulnerability score
of 8 or greater, and in a wellhead protection area E in an issue contributing area for nitrates
or pathogens.

Road Salt

2.7.25 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit new parking lots greater than 2000 square
metres in area in wellhead protection area A and new parking lots greater than 200 square
metres in area in wellhead protection area A in an issue contributing area for sodium or

chloride, where the application of road salt to parking lots would be a significant drinking water
threat.
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2.7.26 Direct the Town of Caledon to require a salt management plan as part of a complete
application in wellhead protection area B with a vulnerability score of 10, wellhead protection
area E with a vulnerability score of 9 or greater, and in issue contributing areas for sodium or
chloride, where the application of road salt is a significant drinking water threat. Salt
management plans shall set out mitigation measures to minimize and reduce the use of salt
including but not limited to the design of parking lots, roadways and sidewalks to avoid ponding
of water, and directing stormwater discharge outside of vulnerable area where possible.

2.7.27 Encourage the local municipalities to require a salt management plan as part of a
complete application in all vulnerable areas where the application of road salt to impervious
areas is a moderate or low threat in wellhead protection areas A, B, C, D and E, highly
vulnerable aquifers and significant groundwater recharge areas.

Water Quantity Threats — Water Taking

2.7.28 Direct the Town of Caledon to only permit new development in wellhead protection area
Q1, if:

a) the development does not require a new or amended permit to take water; or

b) a new or amended permit to take water is required that prior to final approval, the Ministry
of Environment, Conservation and Parks has determined that the proposed taking will not
become a significant drinking water threat.

2.7.29 Only permit settlement area expansions in a wellhead protection area Q1 subject to a

municipal comprehensive review where the applicable provincial planning criteria have been

met and the following has been demonstrated:

a) the aquifer has sufficient capacity to sustainably provide municipal water services to the
expanded settlement area;

b) the expansion will not adversely impact the aquifer’s ability to meet the municipal water
supply requirements for current and planned service capacity, for other permitted takings,
or for wastewater receiving bodies; and

c) the hydrological integrity of municipal wells will be maintained.

Water Quantity Threats — Recharge Reduction

2.7.30 Direct the Town of Caledon to only permit new development or site alteration in

wellhead protection area Q2, where a reduction of recharge to the aquifer is a significant
drinking water threat by:
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a) Requiring new development and site alteration, except agricultural uses, to implement best
management practices such as low impact development with a goal to maintain pre-
development recharge, when feasible;

b) Requiring that all site plan and subdivision applications for major residential, commercial,
industrial and institutional development provide a water balance assessment to the
satisfaction of the municipality, which addresses each of the following requirements:

i) the maintenance of pre-development recharge to the greatest extent feasible through
best management practices such as low impact development, minimizing impervious
surfaces, and lot level infiltration;

ii) where pre-development recharge cannot be maintained on site, implement and
maximize off-site recharge enhancement within the same wellhead protection area Q2
to compensate for any predicted loss of recharge from the development; and

iii) for new development excluding a minor variance within the wellhead protection area Q2
and in an issue contributing area for sodium, chloride or nitrates, the water balance
assessment shall consider water quality when recommending best management
practices and address how recharge will be maintained and water quality will be
protected.; and

¢) Requirements shall be implemented to the extent feasible and practicable given the specific
circumstances of a site and off-site recharge opportunities. Agricultural, agricultural related
and on-farm diversified uses are exempt from this requirement if the total impervious
surface does not exceed 10 per cent of the lot.

2.7.31 Only permit settlement area expansions in significant groundwater recharge areas in

wellhead protection area Q2 as part of a municipal comprehensive review where it has been

demonstrated that recharge functions will be maintained.

Applicability of Policies to Existing Threat Activities

2.7.32 The above policies applicable to the CTC Region Source Protection Plan do not apply to
existing threat activities in accordance with the provisions of the source protection Plan.

South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Source Protection Plan Area Policies
Road Salt
2.7.33 Direct the Town of Caledon to require a risk management plan as part of a complete

application in wellhead protection areas, where the application of road salt is a significant
drinking water threat. New development shall be subject to site plan control to ensure that,
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where possible, the extent and location of impervious surfaces are minimized, site grading and
drainage is designed to reduce ponding, and run-off is directed outside of vulnerable areas or to
storm sewers.

Stormwater Management

2.7.34 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to ensure the design of
new stormwater management facilities reduces the risk of contaminating drinking water, and
where possible directs the discharge of stormwater outside of wellhead protection areas,
where the activity would be a significant drinking water threat.

Sewage System Infrastructure

2.7.35 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to ensure the location
of new private or public sewage system infrastructure, wherever possible, is outside of
wellhead protection areas and issue contributing areas, where the activity would be a
significant drinking water threat.

2.7.36 Encourage the Town of Caledon to require master environmental servicing plans
(MESPs) or an equivalent plan as part of a complete application in all vulnerable areas to avoid
locating development, infrastructure, stormwater pond discharges and sanitary sewers and
related pipes in all vulnerable areas where the infrastructure would be a significant drinking
water threat.

Septic Systems Under the Building Code Act

2.7.37 Direct the Town of Caledon to only permit new development dependent on septic
systems regulated under the Building Code Act in wellhead protection areas and issue
contributing areas, where septic systems would be a significant drinking water threat, if the lot
size for any development is based on the most current provincial guideline for individual on-site
servicing. Lots of record that existed on the date of effect of the source protection plan are
exempted.

Applicability of Policies to Existing Threat Activities
2.7.38 The above policies applicable to the South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Region Source

Protection Plan do not apply to existing threat activities in accordance with the provisions of
the source protection Plan.
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Halton Hamilton Source Protection Plan Policies

2.7.39 Work with the conservation authorities and City of Mississauga to further the objectives
of the Halton Hamilton Source Protection Plan to protect, improve and restore the quality and
guantity of water resources in vulnerable areas.

Intake Protection Zones

2.7.40 I|dentify intake protection zones on Schedule A-6.

2.7.41 Work with and support the local municipalities, conservation authorities and the
Province to protect the Lake Ontario drinking water supply by promoting spills prevention,
sharing information about source protection and implementing risk reduction and mitigation
measures as directed by the applicable source protection plan.

Highly Vulnerable Aquifers

2.7.42 I|dentify highly vulnerable aquifers on Schedule A-2.

2.7.43 Direct the local municipalities to protect highly vulnerable aquifers in accordance with
the policies of this Plan.

2.7.44 Work with the local municipalities to encourage land uses considered to be a high risk to
ground water that are located within areas of high aquifer vulnerability to implement best
management practices including requiring the submission of a contaminant management plan
as a condition of development approval.

2.7.45 Encourage the local municipalities to require a salt management plan to reduce the
future use of salt as a condition of development in highly vulnerable aquifers in accordance with
the applicable source protection plan.

Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas

2.7.46 I|dentify significant groundwater recharge areas on Schedule A-3.

2.7.47 Direct the local municipalities to protect significant groundwater recharge areas in
accordance with the policies of this Plan.

2.7.48 Direct the local municipalities to require development in significant groundwater
recharge areas to implement low impact development and green infrastructure stormwater

practices to maintain pre-development recharge rates to the greatest extent feasible in
accordance with applicable provincial and municipal requirements.
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2.7.49 Encourage the local municipalities to consider requiring a salt management plan to
reduce the future use of salt as a condition of development in significant groundwater recharge
areas in accordance with the applicable source protection plan.

2.8 Lake Ontario

The Great Lakes are a treasure which contain nearly 20 per cent of the earth’s fresh surface
water, with Lake Ontario being a component of the Great Lakes system. Lake Ontario is an
important economic resource that provides access to ocean shipping and supports an
important freshwater fishery.

Nearly one-quarter of the present population of Canada lives in southern Ontario near Lake
Ontario and relies on this resource. Lake Ontario is the source of drinking water for Brampton
and Mississauga and some parts of Caledon. For many of Peel’s residents, it is a place for leisure
activities and aesthetic views. Lake Ontario receives water from many sources. The creeks,
streams and rivers in Peel Region eventually reach the Lake. The health of these water sources
has an impact on the health of the lake.

It is therefore important that land and water resource initiatives along the river valley and
stream corridors and the upland headwater areas of Peel be complemented by efforts to
sustain and create fish and wildlife habitat along the Lake Ontario Waterfront and contribute to
the overall health of the Lake. Sections 2.14 and 2.16 of the Plan deals with the protection and
management of the Lake Ontario Shoreline in more detail.

Policies

2.8.1 Participate in international, national, provincial, inter-regional and local municipal
initiatives, including the implementation of Ontario’s Great Lakes Strategy and Great Lakes
Protection Act, and the preparation and implementation of initiatives to protect, improve and
restore the aquatic ecosystem of Lake Ontario and its associated shoreline.

2.8.2 Encourage the City of Mississauga, the conservation authorities and the appropriate
agencies to develop and implement an Integrated Shoreline Management Plan for Lake Ontario

and it’s shoreline and associated hazards.

2.8.3 Protect, improve and restore the quantity and quality of water resources for the supply of
potable water and maintenance of ecological integrity in Peel.
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2.9 Lake Simcoe

The Lake Simcoe watershed contains significant natural , urban and agricultural systems
including parts of the Oak Ridges Moraine and Greenbelt. The boundary of the Lake Simcoe
watershed extends into the northeast portion of Peel Region in the Palgrave community in the
Town of Caledon. This portion of the watershed is called the West Holland subwatershed.

The Lake Simcoe watershed has experienced a wide range of interrelated adverse pressures.
These include excessive nutrients, pollutants, invasive species, impacts of climate change and
increasing pressures from human activities. As a part of the Provincial Government’s strategy
to protect and restore the ecological health of the watershed, the Lake Simcoe Protection Act
was passed and the subsequent Lake Simcoe Protection Plan took effect in 2009. The objectives
of the plan are to protect, improve or restore the ecological health of the watershed, including
reducing the levels of phosphorus and the discharge of pollutants into Lake Simcoe and its
tributaries.

The policies of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, which are applicable to a portion of the Region,
have been incorporated into this section of the Region of Peel Official Plan. The policies should
be read in conjunction with the detailed provision of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, relevant
provincial policies, plans and acts which together express the Province’s interest and direction
with regard to protecting the ecological health and environmental sustainability of the Lake
Simcoe watershed.

Policies
2.9.1 Protect, improve and restore the elements that contribute to the ecological health of the
Lake Simcoe watershed, including water quality, hydrology, key natural heritage features and

their functions and key hydrologic features and their functions.

2.9.2 Promote the protection, restoration and enhancement of natural heritage and the
shorelines within the Lake Simcoe Watershed.

2.9.3 Recognize the ecosystem approach whereby Lake Simcoe and its watershed is an
interconnected system.

2.9.4 Recognize the shared responsibility among all orders of government to achieve effective
implementation of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.

2.9.5 Direct the Town of Caledon to develop appropriate official plan policies and zoning by-
law provisions to implement the requirements of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.

2.9.6 Identify the boundaries of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan on Schedule B-1 and to
recognize that the boundary may be further refined in the Town of Caledon Official Plan.
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2.9.7 In the event of a conflict between the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan policies in Section 2.9
of this Plan and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan policies, with respect to a matter
that affects or has the potential to affect the ecological health of the Lake Simcoe watershed,
the provision that provides the greatest protection to the ecological health of the Lake Simcoe
watershed prevails.

Land Use

2.9.8 Permit all existing uses lawfully used for such purposes on the day before the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan came into force.

2.9.9 Permit development or site alteration on an existing lot of record provided that the lot of
record was zoned for such development or site alteration as of the date the Lake Simcoe Plan
came into force. Uses and structures are allowed subject to all applicable provisions of the
Town of Caledon Official Plan and the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.

Utilities and Infrastructure

2.9.10 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit new on-site sewage systems or subsurface
sewage works within 100 metres of any permanent stream, except in the following
circumstances:

a) a proposal for an on-site sewage system or subsurface sewage works that would serve an
agricultural use, an agricultural-related use or a public open space;

b) a proposal for an on-site sewage system or subsurface sewage works that would replace or
expand the capacity of an existing on-site sewage system or subsurface sewage works that
will serve a use that would have been permitted by the applicable zoning by-law; or

c) aproposal for an on-site sewage system or subsurface sewage works that relates to a
development proposal for only one dwelling, where the proposal would have been

permitted by the applicable zoning by-law.

2.9.11 Prohibit the establishment of a new municipal sewage treatment plant in the Lake
Simcoe watershed unless:

a) the new planis intended to replace an existing municipal sewage treatment plant; or
b) the new sewage treatment plant will provide sewage services to:
i) adevelopment that is on partial services, or

ii) adevelopment where one or more subsurface sewage works or on-site sewage system
are failing.
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2.9.12 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit development that is dependent on new private
sewage treatment plants in the Lake Simcoe watershed unless the applicant applying to
establish the plant can demonstrate that:

a) the plant will result in a net reduction of phosphorous loadings to the watershed from the
baseline conditions for the property that would be serviced by the new plant; or

b) the undertaking that the plant will serve will not add phosphorous loadings to the Lake
Simcoe watershed.

2.9.13 Require an environmental assessment for the expansion of an existing or the
establishment of a new sewage treatment plant to be completed or approved prior to giving
any approvals for the proposal under the Planning Act or the Condominium Act, for a proposed
settlement area expansion or a development proposal outside of a settlement area that
requires an increase in the existing rated capacity of a sewage treatment plant or the
establishment of a new sewage treatment plant.

2.9.14 Direct the Town of Caledon to require applications for major development within the
Lake Simcoe Protection Plan boundary to be accompanied by a stormwater management plan
that demonstrates:

a) consistency with stormwater management master plans;

b) consistency with subwatershed studies;

c) use of an integrated treatment train approach to minimize stormwater management flows
and reliance on end-of-pipe controls;

d) through an evaluation of anticipated changes in the water balance between pre-
development and post-development, how such changes shall be minimized; and

e) through an evaluation of anticipated changes in phosphorus loadings between pre-
development and post-development, how the loadings shall be minimized.

Environmental Protection

2.9.15 Direct the Town of Caledon to incorporate measures into subdivision and site plan
agreements to ensure that the development and site alteration:

a) minimizes the removal of vegetation, grading and soil compaction;

b) prohibits removal of vegetation more than 30 days before prior to grading or construction;
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c) putsin place structures to control and convey runoff;
d) minimizes sediment that is eroded offsite during construction;

e) require the seeding of exposed soils once construction is complete and seasonal conditions
permit; and

f) ensure erosion and sediment controls are implemented effectively.

2.9.16 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit development that requires or proposes the
alteration of intermittent streams within the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan Area.

2.9.17 Direct the Town of Caledon to require the re-establishment of vegetation if it has been
removed from a key natural heritage feature or key hydrological feature as a result of any
development, to the extent possible.

2.9.18 Direct the Town of Caledon to restrict development in significant groundwater recharge
areas in order to protect, improve or restore the quality and quantity of ground water.
Recreational Uses

2.9.19 Where, in accordance with the policies of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan,
development and site alteration is permitted within 120 metres of a permanent or intermittent
stream or a wetland, the Town of Caledon shall ensure the development or site alteration will
be integrated with existing or proposed parks and trails to the extent feasible.

2.9.20 Direct the Town of Caledon to require an application to establish or expand major
recreational uses to be accompanied by a recreation water use plan.

2.10 Niagara Escarpment

The Niagara Escarpment is a provincially significant, 725 kilometre long geological and
ecological feature in southwestern Ontario, a portion of which runs through Peel. It is a source
of some of southern Ontario's prime rivers and streams, and contains some significant heritage
features, rare plants and significant habitats which act to clean the air, provide drinking water
and support recreational activities that benefit public health and overall quality of life. In 1990,
the Niagara Escarpment’s unique character was recognized by the United Nation’s Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as a World Biosphere Reserve.

The Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, together with the Niagara Escarpment
Plan (NEP), this Plan and the Town of Caledon Official Plan, permits development through

established land use designations, permitted uses and development criteria while protecting
the important natural features, scenic resources and cultural heritage resources of the Niagara
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Escarpment. The boundary and land use designations for the NEP Area within Peel are shown
on Schedule B-2 of this Plan.

Goal

2.10.1 To facilitate the continued protection of the Niagara Escarpment in accordance with the
Niagara Escarpment Plan.

Objectives

2.10.2 To implement the NEP through Regional planning documents and decisions in a manner
that respects the Five Principles of this Plan, and applies the policies of the NEP to the Regional
and local context.

2.10.3 To provide direction to the Town of Caledon to develop appropriate policies in its official
plan for implementing the NEP.

2.10.4 To undertake all Regional responsibilities in a manner that respects the intent of the
NEP.

Policies
2.10.5 Recognize the requirements and policies of the NEP.

2.10.6 Read and interpret the policies of Section 2.10 of this Plan in conjunction with all other
applicable policies of the Plan and apply the most restrictive policies, except where they conflict
with the NEP.

2.10.7 Direct the Town of Caledon to develop appropriate official plan policies and zoning by-
law regulations to implement the requirements of the NEP. This includes specifically addressing
those requirements that are appropriately addressed at the local municipal level. NEP policies
include, but are not limited to land use designations, permitted uses, development criteria and
lot creation.

2.10.8 Recognize that the Niagara Escarpment Commission is responsible for administering the
NEP and issuing development approvals within the Development Control Area of the NEP.

Land Use Designations
2.10.9 In addition to the applicable policies of the Growth Plan and this Plan, designate
Belfountain, Cataract, Cheltenham, Inglewood, Mono Mills and Terra Cotta as minor urban

centres and ensure that any proposed expansion of these minor urban centres occurs in
accordance with the NEP and the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act.
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2.10.10 All development within the NEP Area is subject to the provisions of the Niagara
Escarpment Planning and Development Act, NEP, this Plan and the Town of Caledon’s official
plan and, and where applicable, any zoning by-law.

2.10.11 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to minimize lot
creation in accordance with the policies of the NEP and Policy 3.3.16 and Section 7.4.9 of this
Plan and where new lots are permitted, maintain or enhance community character and protect
natural heritage features.

Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System (NEPOSS)
2.10.12 Support the Town of Caledon, Niagara Escarpment Commission, conservation

authorities and the Bruce Trail Conservancy in the establishment and promotion of the Bruce
Trail and the lands of the NEPOSS.

2.11 Oak Ridges Moraine

The Oak Ridges Moraine is one of Ontario’s most significant landforms. Together with the
Niagara Escarpment, Lake Ontario, and river valleys, it forms the foundation of south-central
Ontario’s natural heritage and greenspace systems. Located north of and parallel to Lake
Ontario, the Oak Ridges Moraine divides the watersheds draining south into Lake Ontario from
those draining north into areas such as Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay. The Oak Ridges
Moraine shapes the present and future form and structure of the Greater Toronto region and
its ecological and hydrological features and functions are critical to the Region’s continuing
health.

Through the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act and the accompanying Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan (ORMCP), the Province has established direction for protecting the Oak
Ridges Moraine. The ORMCP is a regulation to the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act. The
boundary and land use designations for the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan Area
(ORMCPA) within Peel are shown on ScheduleB-3 in this Plan.

The purpose of the ORMCP is to provide land use and resource management direction on how
to protect the ecological and hydrological features and functions of the Oak Ridges Moraine.
The requirements of the ORMCP are intended to satisfy a range of objectives. These objectives
include, but are not limited to, ensuring that the Oak Ridges Moraine is maintained as a
continuous natural landform, restoring and improving ecological integrity and connectivity
between natural features and functions which can reduce the impacts of climate change, and
providing opportunities for compatible recreation, including a continuous recreational trail
across the Oak Ridges Moraine.
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Protection of water resources is imperative to ensure the health of residents and maintaining
ecological integrity. The ORMCP requires comprehensive watershed planning, the
establishment of wellhead protection areas, water budgets and water conservation plans, and
the consideration of the potential for ground water aquifers to be impacted by various land
uses.

The Oak Ridges Moraine also contains and supports the Agricultural System comprised of Prime
Agricultural Areas, Rural Lands and an agri-food network of infrastructure, services and assets
that support the agricultural and rural economy. The agri-food network and agricultural land
base of Prime Agricultural Areas and Rural Lands as identified and designated in this Plan
extends across the ORMCP’s Countryside Area, Natural Core Area and Natural Linkage Area
designations and provides linkages to the Agricultural System outside the ORMCP Area.
Permitted uses within the Prime Agricultural Areas and Rural Lands are supported in
accordance with the policies of the ORMCP and this Plan.

Municipal official plans and zoning bylaws must conform to the ORMCP. The major provisions
that are relevant at the Regional level have been incorporated into this section of the Region of
Peel Official Plan. However, these policies must be read in conjunction with the detailed
provisions of the ORMCP, all other applicable policies of this Plan, and the Town of Caledon
Official Plan. The conformity exercise required by Section 9 of the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Actallows municipalities to refine ORMCP policies to Regional and local
circumstances. Further, it allows municipalities to be more restrictive than the ORMCP except
with respect to agricultural uses, mineral aggregate operations, and wayside pits.

A significant rural population lives in the Peel and Caledon portion of the Oak Ridges Moraine.
Together with the Town of Caledon’s Official Plan and Zoning By-law, it is the intention of this
Plan to recognize and protect the continuing presence of existing residential uses as legal
conforming uses, while encouraging minimum impacts on the long-term ecological integrity of
the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Goal

2.11.1 To implement the ORMCP to protect the ecological and hydrological features and
functions of the Oak Ridges Moraine and the associated benefits to Peel residents.

Objectives
2.11.2 To implement the ORMCP in a manner that respect the Five Principles of this Plan,
through Regional planning documents and decisions and refines the policies of the ORMCP to

Regional and local circumstances.

2.11.3 To provide direction to the Town of Caledon to develop appropriate policies in its official
plan for implementing the ORMCP.
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2.11.4 To undertake all Regional responsibilities in a manner that respects the intent of the
ORMCP.

Policies
2.11.5 Recognize the requirements and policies of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.

2.11.6 Read and interpret the policies of Section 2.11 of this Plan in conjunction with all other
applicable policies of the Plan and apply the most restrictive policies, except where prohibited
by the ORMCP.

2.11.7 Direct the Town of Caledon to develop appropriate official plan policies and a zoning by-
law to implement and refine the requirements of the ORMCP. This includes specifically
addressing those requirements that are more appropriately addressed at the local municipal
level. Policies are to include, but are not limited to those addressing servicing requirements and
restrictions, the continuation of existing uses, permitting buildings or structures on existing lots
of record, accessory uses, the applicability of the Table in Part Il of the ORMCP to existing uses,
second dwellings, approved uses, lot creation, and permitted uses. Lot creation policies shall be
in accordance with the policies of the ORMCP and Section 7.4.9 of this Plan.

2.11.8 Within the Oak Ridges Moraine, there are applications under the Planning Act and
Condominium Act, which due to their date of commencement and decision, are subject to the
Transition provisions of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act.

2.11.9 All applications for development or site alteration, which commenced on or after
November 17, 2001, are required to conform to the ORMCP.

2.11.10 Direct the Town of Caledon, when it amends its official plan and zoning by-law to bring
them into conformity with the ORMCP to:

a) Permit the use of land, buildings or structures for a purpose prohibited by the ORMCPA, if
the land, building or structure was lawfully used for that purpose on November 15, 2001
and continues to be used for that purpose;

b) Recognize, within the ORMCPA, existing residential uses and new single dwellings on
existing lots of record where a single dwelling would have been lawfully permitted by the
Town of Caledon’s existing zoning by-law on November 15, 2001;

c) Consider, within the ORMCPA, recognizing existing uses that are not residential in its zoning

by-law on a site specific basis, subject to consideration of existing and potential impacts on
the ecological integrity of the Oak Ridges Moraine;
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d) Consider incorporating policies in its official plan, within the ORMCPA, that allow uses and
structures accessory to existing uses and new single dwellings on existing lots of record,
subject to all applicable provisions of the Town’s official plan and the ORMCP; and

e) Incorporate policies in its official plan, within the ORMCPA, that permit additional
residential units in accordance with the Planning Act, subject to all applicable provisions of
the Town’s official plan, this Plan and the ORMCP.

2.11.11 Permit the Town of Caledon to be more restrictive in its official plan and zoning by-law,
except as prohibited by the ORMCP.

2.11.12 Recognize the external boundary of the ORMCPA in Peel as shown on Schedule B-3.
Land Use Designations

2.11.13 Identify the boundaries of the land use designations on Schedule B-3 and to recognize
that the boundaries may be further refined by the Town of Caledon when the Town’s official
plan and zoning by-law are amended in accordance with the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation
Act.

2.11.14 The following policies indicate the general purpose and intent of each of the ORMCP
land use designations, and provide general direction regarding permitted uses. These policies
are to be supported by detailed policies in the Town of Caledon Official Plan:

a) Natural Core Areas - Maintain and where possible improve or restore ecological integrity.
These areas have a high concentration of key natural heritage features, key hydrologic
features, and/or landform conservation areas and are critical to maintaining and improving
the integrity of the Moraine as a whole. New permitted uses are generally related to
conservation and resource management, low intensity recreation, and agriculture subject to
other provisions of the ORMCP. Within Prime Agricultural Areas, on-farm diversified uses
and agriculture-related uses are permitted subject to other provisions of the ORMCP.

b) Natural Linkage Areas - Maintain, and where possible, improve or restore ecological
integrity and open space linkages between Natural Core Areas, river valleys, and stream
corridors. New permitted uses include those that are permitted in Natural Core Areas as
well as mineral aggregate operations and wayside pits, subject to other provisions in the
ORMCP. Within Prime Agricultural Areas, on-farm diversified uses and agriculture-related
uses are permitted subject to other provisions of the ORMCP.

c) Countryside Areas — Encourage agricultural and other uses that support the ORMCP by
recognizing the Agricultural System and supporting agri-food network by protecting the
Prime Agricultural Areas, promoting and protecting agricultural and other rural land uses as
well as normal farm practices, and maintaining the character of Rural Settlements. These
are areas of existing rural land uses including agriculture, recreation, Rural Settlements,
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mineral aggregate operations, wayside pits, parks, and open space. Rural Settlements are
components of the Countryside designation. The Town of Caledon may permit new lots in
Countryside Areas in accordance with the ORMCP and Policy 3.3.16 and Section 7.4.9 of this
Plan and recognize the non-residential uses on existing lots of record in the Village of
Palgrave where the use would have been lawfully permitted by the Town of Caledon’s
existing zoning by-law on November 15, 2001 and the use has addressed all the
requirements of the ORMCP.

The Palgrave Estate Residential Community, the boundary of which is shown on ScheduleB-
3, is an additional component of the Countryside Area and residential development is
permitted, subject to the Town of Caledon official plan, as amended from time to time, and
specified provisions of the ORMCP.

d) Settlement Areas are intended to focus and contain urban growth. All uses permitted by the
applicable official plans are permitted, subject to the applicable sections of the ORMCP. In
Peel, the only Settlement Area is the urban settlement of Caledon East.

2.11.15 Within the land use designations of the ORMCP, direct the Town of Caledon to identify
Prime Agricultural Areas and Rural Lands designations in its official plan in accordance with
Schedule D-1 of this Plan in order to provide a continuous productive land base for agriculture
in accordance with the policies and mapping of this Plan and provincial requirements, as
appropriate.

Natural and Hydrological Features

2.11.16 Define key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features in accordance with
Policy 2.11.17 and Policy 2.11.18 of this Plan. Where key natural heritage features and key
hydrologic features coincide with components of the Greenlands System, the policies of
Section 2.14 of this Plan shall also apply.

2.11.17 As outlined in the ORMCP, define key natural heritage features as:

a) wetlands;

b) habitat of endangered and threatened species;

c) fish habitat;

d) Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (life science);

e) significant valleylands;

f) significant woodlands;

g) significant wildlife habitat (including habitat of special concern species); and
h) sand barrens, savannahs and tallgrass prairies.

2.11.18 As outlined in the ORMCP, define key hydrologic features as:

a) permanent and intermittent streams;
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b) wetlands;
c) kettle lakes; and
d) seepage areas and springs.

2.11.19 Direct the Town of Caledon to identify the location of known key natural heritage
features and known key hydrologic features in its official plan and zoning by-law where such
identification is technically feasible.

2.11.20 Direct the Town of Caledon to include in its official plan, appropriate policies to protect
unevaluated and unmapped key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features.

Further, direct the Town of Caledon to require all applicants for new development or site
alteration to identify potential key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features and
ensure that such features are appropriately evaluated and protected in accordance with any
requirements of this Plan, the Town of Caledon Official Plan, and the ORMCP.

2.11.21 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit development and site alteration within a key
natural heritage feature and/or a key hydrologic feature and within the associated minimum
vegetation protection zone, in accordance with the Table in Part Il of the ORMCP, except as
permitted by the ORMCP (e.g. existing uses and existing lots of record). Agricultural uses,
other than associated on-farm buildings and structures, are permitted within the associated
minimum vegetation protection zone, but not in the feature itself.

2.11.22 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan requiring that an
application for new development or site alteration with respect to land within the minimum
area of influence that relates to a key natural heritage feature or a key hydrologic feature, but
outside the key natural heritage or key hydrologic feature itself, shall be accompanied by a
natural heritage evaluation and/or a hydrological evaluation, as detailed in the ORMCP. The
evaluation shall be prepared to the satisfaction of the Town of Caledon, in consultation with the
Region and the applicable conservation authority, as appropriate. The Town of Caledon may
develop guidelines to assist in the interpretation of this policy including appropriate
mechanisms for refining and scoping evaluation requirements. These guidelines are to be
developed in consultation with the Region and the applicable conservation authorities.

2.11.23 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan exempting applications
related to new buildings or structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses or on-farm
diversified uses from the requirement for a natural heritage evaluation and/or a hydrological
evaluation provided that the buildings or structures are located a minimum of 30 metres from a
key natural heritage feature or key hydrological feature.

2.11.24 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to require that
agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses or on-farm diversified uses within a minimum area of
influence related to a key natural heritage feature or key hydrologic feature be carried out in
accordance with best management practices to protect or restore key natural heritage
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features and related ecological functions or key hydrologic features and related ecological
functions.

2.11.25 Direct the Town of Caledon to include, in its official plan, appropriate policies that
support connectivity. These policies should include that applications for development or site
alteration identify planning, design, and construction practices that ensure no buildings or
other site alterations impede the movement of plants and animals along key natural heritage
features, key hydrologic features, and adjacent land within Natural Core Areas and Natural
Linkage Areas.

2.11.26 Prohibit the establishment of new mineral aggregate operations or wayside pits,
which commence after November 15, 2001 within a key natural heritage feature, a key
hydrologic feature, and within the associated minimum vegetation protection zone, except as
may be considered by Section 35 (4) of the ORMCP.

Landform Conservation Areas
2.11.27 Identify Landform Conservation Areas in Peel for the ORMCPA on Figure 3.

2.11.28 Direct the Town of Caledon to require development or site alteration applications,
except for mineral aggregate operations, in a landform conservation area (Category 1 and 2)
to identify planning, design and construction practices that will keep disturbance to landform
character to a minimum in accordance with the ORMCP.

2.11.29 Direct the Town of Caledon to encourage applications for development and site
alteration in the Settlement Area to adopt planning, design, and construction practices that will
keep disturbance to landform character to a minimum, in accordance with the ORMCP.

2.11.30 Direct the Town of Caledon to require applicants for development or site alteration
with respect to land in a provincially significant Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (Earth
Science), or within the associated minimum area of influence, to complete to the Town’s
satisfaction an earth science evaluation in accordance with the ORMCP.

Infrastructure

2.11.31 Prohibit, subject to jurisdictional limitations, infrastructure in all land use designations,
Prime Agricultural Areas and key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features and
their related minimum vegetation protection zone unless the requirements of the ORMCP have
been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable approval authority, such as the Region of

Peel and the Town of Caledon, in consultation with other relevant agencies, as appropriate.

2.11.32 Direct the Town of Caledon, in consultation with the Region and applicable
conservation authorities, to develop a stormwater master plan in accordance with the
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requirements of the ORMCP for the Caledon East Settlement Area and to require stormwater
management plans for all major development in the ORMCPA.

2.11.33 In planning for the Regional Transportation and Road network, the Region will
consider, jointly with the Town of Caledon, restrictions on haulage routes for transportation of
chemicals and volatile materials in wellhead protection areas and in areas of high aquifer
vulnerability.

2.11.34 Prohibit the construction or expansion of partial services unless the following
appropriate circumstances apply:

a) To address a serious health concern or environmental concern;

b) The construction or expansion of partial services approved under the Environmental
Assessment Act before November 17, 2001 provided that the period of time during which
the construction or expansion may begin has not expired; or

c) To service existing and new uses that are established in accordance with the Region of Peel
Official Plan and Town of Caledon Official Plan within the approved partial service area
identified on Figure 4.

Water Resources and Related Studies

2.11.35 Prepare in partnership with the Town of Caledon and the applicable conservation
authority, watershed plans, including water budgets and water conservation plans, to meet the
requirements of the ORMCP for every watershed in Peel having streams originating on the
Moraine.

2.11.36 Incorporate by official plan amendment, the applicable objectives and requirements of
a completed watershed plan into this Plan. Further, direct the Town of Caledon to also
incorporate by official plan amendment, the applicable objectives and requirements of a
completed watershed plan into the Town of Caledon Official Plan.

2.11.37 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit all development and site alteration in a
subwatershed, except in a Settlement Area, if it would cause the total percentage of the
subwatershed area having impervious surfaces to exceed 10 percent, or any lower percentage
specified in an approved watershed or subwatershed study.

2.11.38 Direct the Town of Caledon to include in its official plan, appropriate policies that take
into account the desirability of ensuring that at least 30 percent of a subwatershed located
within the ORMCPA has self-sustaining vegetation.
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2.11.39 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit the approval of major development unless the
relevant requirements established in the ORMCP, including the capacity to adapt to climate
change have been satisfied.

Wellhead Protection
2.11.40 I|dentify wellhead protection areas in Peel for the ORMCPA on Figure 5.

2.11.41 Undertake studies and modelling to determine the location and the extent of wellhead
protection areas for all existing and future municipal wells within the ORMCPA. If, in the future,
new municipal well(s) are located within the ORMCPA, the location of the new municipal well(s)
and the associated wellhead protection areas will be shown on a figure to this Plan. Any
changes or refinements to the wellhead protection areas identified in this Plan shall require an
amendment to the Town of Caledon Official Plan that must be supported by ground water
studies prepared to the satisfaction of the Region and the relevant approval authority.

2.11.42 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit or restrict, except in accordance with Section 6
(1) and Section 28 (3) of the ORMCP and subject to jurisdictional limitations, the storage
(except by an individual for personal or family use) of petroleum fuels; petroleum solvents and
chlorinated solvents; pesticides, herbicides and fungicides; construction equipment; inorganic
fertilizers; road salt; contaminants listed in Schedule 3 (Severely Toxic Contaminants) to
Regulation 347 of the Revised Regulations of Ontario, 1990; and the generation and storage of
hazardous waste or liquid industrial waste within wellhead protection areas in the ORMCPA,
corresponding to the 0-2, 2-10, and 10-25 years of time of travel zones.

2.11.43 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit, except in accordance with Section 6(1) and
Section 28(3) of the ORMCP and subject to jurisdictional limitations, the establishment of new
storage of animal manure, animal agriculture, and the storage of agricultural equipment, which
commences after November 15, 2001, in the 0-2 time of travel zone within every wellhead
protection area in the ORMCPA, in accordance with the ORMCP. The prohibition of agricultural
uses does not apply to agricultural land if the owner or operator complies with the standards
established under the Nutrient Management Act, and any applicable requirement under the
Clean Water Act.

2.11.44 Investigate the need and potential for undertaking risk management and contingency
planning within the ORMCPA. This includes spills response, contaminant recovery and aquifer
rehabilitation plans where land uses involving the storage of potential contaminants currently
existing in wellhead protection areas within the ORMCPA. Develop appropriate
implementation tools, jointly with the Town of Caledon, interested agencies and other
community stakeholders, as appropriate.

Areas of High Aquifer Vulnerability

2.11.45 Identify aquifer vulnerability areas in Peel for the ORMCPA on Schedule B-4.
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2.11.46 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit, except in accordance with Section 6 (1) and
Section 29(1.1) of the ORMCP and subject to jurisdictional limitations, in areas of high aquifer
vulnerability within the ORMCPA, the generation and storage of hazardous waste or liquid
waste; waste disposal sites and facilities, organic conditioning sites, and snow storage and
disposal facilities; underground and above ground storage tanks that are not equipped with an
approved secondary containment device; and storage of a contaminant listed in Schedule 3
(Severely Toxic Contaminants) to Regulation 347 of the Revised Regulations of Ontario, 1990.
The prohibition of agricultural uses does not apply to agricultural land if the owner or operator
complies with the standards established under the Nutrient Management Act.

2.11.47 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit new rapid infiltration basins and rapid
infiltration columns within the ORMCPA.

2.11.48 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan that prohibit waste
disposal sites and organic soil conditioning sites in Natural Core Areas, Natural Linkage Areas,
key natural heritage features, key hydrologic features, and related minimum vegetation
protection zones, in accordance with the ORMCP.

Agricultural Resources

2.11.49 Direct that within the ORMCPA, in the case of conflict between the policies of Section
3.3 of this Plan and Section 33 of the ORMCP, the policies of the ORMCP prevail with respect to
agricultural uses and shall apply to the extent that they are less restrictive.

2.11.50 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to require that
proponents of non-agricultural uses within the Natural Core, Natural Linkage and Countryside
Area designations, where permitted in accordance with the policies of this Plan and the
ORMCP, demonstrate that the proposed use will not have an adverse impact on agricultural
uses or demonstrate that impacts will be minimized and mitigated to the extent possible in
accordance with the ORMCP. Applications for mineral aggregate operations and infrastructure
will require an agricultural impact assessment.

Mineral Resources

2.11.51 Direct that within the ORMCPA, in the case of conflict between the policies of Section
3.4 of this Plan and Section 33 of the ORMCP, the policies of the ORMCP prevail with respect to
mineral aggregate operations and wayside pits and shall apply to the extent that they are less
restrictive.

2.11.52 Prohibit mineral aggregate operations or wayside pits unless the appropriate

requirements identified in Section 35 of the ORMCP, and the applicable policies of this Plan and
the Town of Caledon Official Plan, subject to Policy 2.11.51, have been addressed to the
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satisfaction of the Region of Peel and the Town of Caledon, in consultation with the applicable
conservation authority.

2.11.53 Encourage and work collaboratively with the Province, Town of Caledon, agencies and
the mineral aggregate industry to develop and implement comprehensive rehabilitation plans
for parts of the ORMCP area affected by mineral aggregate operations, as appropriate.

2.11.54 Require that applications for new mineral aggregate operations or wayside pits on
lands within the Prime Agricultural Area implement the rehabilitation and restoration
requirements of Section 35 of the ORMCP, including to the extent possible returning
substantially all the land to a condition in which the soil capacity for agriculture is on average
the same as it was before the mineral aggregate operation or wayside pit began operating.

Excess Soil

2.11.55 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in their official plan to require best
practices for the management of excess soil generated and fill received during any development
or site alteration, including infrastructure development, in accordance with the ORMCP.

. Greenbelt Plan

The Greenbelt Plan provides policy direction within an area extending from Niagara Falls to
Durham Region, referred to as the Greater Golden Horseshoe. The Greenbelt Plan, together
with the Niagara Escarpment Plan and Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, identifies where
urbanization should not occur in order to provide protection to the agricultural land base and
the ecological features, areas and functions occurring on this landscape. The Greenbelt Plan
includes the Protected Countryside and lands within the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, Oak
Ridges Moraine Area and the Parkway Belt West Plan Area, and complements and supports
other provincial level initiatives. It also seeks to improve ecological linkages between these
areas and the surrounding major lake systems and watersheds.

The Greenbelt Plan sets out three geographic specific policies that apply within the Protected
Countryside: the Agricultural System, the Natural System and Settlement Areas. Each of these
areas has its own set of geographic specific policies as well as general policies that apply. Within
Peel, the Agricultural System includes the Prime Agricultural Area, Rural Lands and the agri-
food network of infrastructure, services and assets that support the agri-food sector. The
Natural System identifies lands that support both natural heritage and hydrologic features and
functions. Both systems maintain connections to the broader agricultural and natural systems
of southern Ontario. The Settlement Areas, which are identified as Villages and Hamlets, vary in
size, diversity and intensity of uses, and are found throughout the Protected Countryside.

While providing permanent agricultural and environmental protection, the Greenbelt also
contains important natural resources and supports a wide range of recreational and tourism
uses, areas and opportunities.

Page 49

21.1-60



Schedule 'A' to By-law 20-2022

Region of Peel Official Plan Chapter 2: The Natural Environment

The Urban River Valley designation provides protection for publicly owned lands that form
important river valley linkages and corridors in an urban context between the Protected
Countryside of the Greenbelt and Lake Ontario. These lands provide for a network of uses and
facilities to support urban areas including recreational, tourism and infrastructure.

The boundary for the Greenbelt Plan Area within Peel is shown on Schedule B-5 in this Plan. The
Greenbelt extends across the northern half of the Region and, with the exception of a small
portion of the Greenbelt Plan Area in Brampton and the urban river valley designations, the
majority of the area falls within the Town of Caledon.

Lands within the Protected Countryside, as shown on Schedule B-5, are subject to the entirety
of the Greenbelt Plan. Lands within the urban river valleys are subject to the Greenbelt Plan
and local municipal official plans.

Within the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan Area (ORMCPA), the requirements of the
ORMCP, made under the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act, continue to apply, and the
Protected Countryside policies do not apply with the exception of the policies related to
parkland, open space and trails.

Within the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, the requirements of the Niagara Escarpment Plan,
established under the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, continue to apply
and the Greenbelt Plan policies do not apply with the exception of the policies related to
parkland, open space and trails.

Municipal official plans and zoning bylaws must conform to the Greenbelt Plan. The policies
must be read in conjunction with the detailed provisions of the Greenbelt Plan, all other
applicable policies of this Plan, and the local municipal official plans. These policies work
collectively to manage and guide land use within the Greenbelt. Where more specific provincial
plans or regulations apply within the Greenbelt, the more specific plan or regulation prevails.
Section 9 of the Greenbelt Act allows municipalities to refine Greenbelt Plan policies to
Regional and local circumstances. Further, it allows municipalities to be more restrictive than
the Greenbelt Plan except with respect to agricultural uses, mineral aggregate operations, and
wayside pits and quarries. Where a municipality has undertaken a comprehensive aggregate
resource management study and has implemented the results into its official plan, prior to
December 16, 2004, such policies shall be deemed to conform to the Greenbelt Plan. A
comprehensive aggregate resource management study has been completed by the Region and
the Town of Caledon, and the recommended policy approaches have been incorporated into
the Town of Caledon Official Plan.

Applications, matters or proceedings that commenced on or after December 16, 2004 related
to areas designated as Protected Countryside must conform to the Greenbelt Plan except as

may be otherwise prescribed by regulation or established through policies in the Greenbelt
Plan.
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Goal

2.12.1 To implement the Greenbelt Plan by enhancing the urban, agricultural and rural areas
and overall quality of life within the Protected Countryside through: agriculture and
environmental protection; conservation and protection of cultural heritage resources;
promotion of recreation and tourism opportunities; policies and programs that support the
continued vitality of settlement areas; maintenance and provision of infrastructure; the wise
use and management of renewable and non-renewable natural resources; and the
consideration of climate change in decision making.

Objectives

2.12.2 To implement the Greenbelt Plan through Regional planning documents and decisions in
a manner that respects the Five Principles of this Plan, and refines the policies of the Greenbelt
Plan to reflect the Regional and local context.

2.12.3 To provide, where applicable to the local municipalities, direction to develop policies in
their official plan to implement the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.4 To undertake Regional responsibilities in a manner that respects the intent of the
Greenbelt Plan.

Policies
2.12.5 Recognize the requirements and policies of the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.6 Read and interpret the policies of Section 2.12 of this Plan in conjunction with all other
applicable policies of this Plan and the Greenbelt Plan and apply the most restrictive policies,
except where prohibited by the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.7 Direct the local municipalities to develop official plan policies and zoning regulations to
implement and refine the requirements of the Greenbelt Plan. This includes requirements that
are more appropriately addressed at the local municipal level. Policies are to include, but are
not limited to those addressing the Prime Agricultural Area, agri-food network, Rural Lands,
natural heritage, water resources, parkland, open space and trails; recreation; settlement areas;
non-agricultural uses; infrastructure; natural resources; the continuation of existing uses; and
lot creation within the Protected Countryside as well as Urban River Valley connections.

2.12.8 Recognize that within the Greenbelt Plan Area all applications, matters or proceedings
made under the Ontario Planning and Development Act, the Planning Act, and the

Condominium Act, which were commenced on or after December 16, 2004 are required to
conform to the provisions of the Greenbelt Plan.
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2.12.9 Recognize that where an official plan was amended prior to December 16, 2004 to
specifically designate land use(s), this approval may continue to be recognized through the
conformity exercise addressed in Section 5.3 of the Greenbelt Plan and any further applications
required under the Planning Act or Condominium Act, to implement the official plan approval
are not required to conform with the Greenbelt Plan. Where a zoning by-law was amended
prior to December 16, 2004 to specifically permit land use(s), this approval may continue to be
recognized through the conformity exercise described in Section 5.3 of the Greenbelt Plan and
any further applications required under the Planning Act or Condominium Act to implement the
use permitted by the zoning by-law are not required to conform with the Greenbelt Plan.
Applications to further amend the site-specific official plan or zoning by-law permissions
referred to above, for uses similar to or more in conformity with the provisions of the Greenbelt
Plan are also permitted. All such applications should, where possible, seek to achieve or
improve conformity with the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.10 Permit the local municipalities to be more restrictive in their official plans and zoning
by-laws, unless the policies would conflict with any policy or objective of the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.11 Recognize the boundary of the Greenbelt Plan Area, as defined by Ontario Regulation
59/05, in Peel as shown on Schedule B-5.

Geographic Specific Policies in the Protected Countryside

2.12.12 Agricultural System

The Agricultural System comprises the Prime Agricultural Area, Rural Lands, and the supporting
agri-food network. The Prime Agricultural Area and Rural Lands are designated on Schedule D-
1. In addition to the policies of Sections 3.3 and 5.7 of this Plan, the following specific policies of
the Greenbelt Plan apply to the Protected Countryside.

2.12.12.1 Prime Agricultural Area Policies

The Prime Agricultural Area represent areas that have the greatest potential and opportunity
for agriculture and are identified and protected for long-term use for agriculture.

2.12.12.1.1 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to promote and
protect all types, sizes and intensities of agricultural uses and normal farm practices, and
permit a full range of agricultural uses, agricultural-related uses and on-farm diversified uses
within the Prime Agricultural Area of the Protected Countryside in accordance with provincial
Guidelines on Permitted Uses in Ontario’s Prime Agricultural Areas. Proposed agriculture-
related uses and on-farm diversified uses shall be compatible with and will not hinder
surrounding agricultural operations.
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2.12.12.1.2 Prohibit the redesignation of the Prime Agricultural Area for non-agricultural uses
except for:

a) refinements to the Prime Agricultural Area and Rural Lands designations, subject to the
policies of Section 5.3 of the Greenbelt Plan; or

b) settlement area boundary expansions subject to the settlement area policies of the
Geographic Specific Policies in the Protected Countryside Section of this Plan and Section
3.4 of the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.12.1.3 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan that permit non-
agricultural uses subject to the general policies of 2.12.16.9 t0 2.12.16.24 in this Plan and in
accordance with the Greenbelt Plan. Non-agricultural uses are generally discouraged in the
Prime Agricultural Area and may only be permitted subject to the satisfactory completion of an
agricultural impact assessment.

2.12.12.1.4 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to require new
land uses, including the creation of lots, and new or expanding livestock operations in the Prime
Agricultural Area of the Protected Countryside to comply with the minimum distance
separation formulae requirements, in accordance with provincial policy.

2.12.12.1.5 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to achieve land use
compatibility where agricultural uses and non-agricultural uses interface, by avoiding, or where
avoidance is not possible, minimizing and mitigating adverse impacts. Where mitigation is
required, measures should be incorporated into the non-agricultural use, as appropriate, in
accordance with provincial guidelines.

2.12.12.1.6 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in its official plan to maintain and
enhance the agricultural land base and economic connections to the agri-food network.

2.12.12.2 Rural Lands Policies

Rural Lands of the Protected Countryside provide important linkages between Prime
Agricultural Areas and are key components of the overall Agricultural System. Rural Lands also
support and provide the primary locations for a range of recreational, tourism, institutional and
resource-based commercial and industrial uses. They also contain many historic highway
commercial, non-farm residential and other uses that would be generally directed to settlement
areas but which are recognized as existing uses by the Greenbelt Plan and are allowed to
continue and expand subject to the existing uses policies of the General Policies for the
Protected Countryside Section of this Plan.

2.12.12.2.1 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include, in their Official
Plans, policies to recognize within the Rural Lands of the Protected Countryside existing uses
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and allow a consideration of other uses, consistent with the requirements of the Greenbelt
Plan.

2.12.12.2.2 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to allow and support within
the Rural Lands of the Protected Countryside an appropriate range of recreational, tourism,
institutional and resource-based commercial and industrial uses, normal farm practices and a
full range of existing and new agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified
uses. Proposed agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified uses should be compatible with
and not hinder surrounding agricultural operations in accordance with provincial guidelines.

2.12.12.2.3 Direct the Town of Caledon to permit within the Protected Countryside settlement
area expansions into Rural Lands, subject to the settlement area policies of the Geographic
Specific Policies in the Protected Countryside Section of this Plan.

2.12.12.2.4 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to permit non-agricultural
uses in Rural Lands subject to Section 2.12.16 of this Plan and in accordance with the Greenbelt
Plan. With the exception of mineral aggregate operations, the requirement of an agricultural
impact assessment should be considered.

2.12.12.2.5 New multiple units or multiple lots for residential dwellings shall not be permitted
in Rural Lands.

2.12.12.2.6 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include policies in their
official plans to require compliance with the minimum distance separation formulae within the
Rural Lands of the Protected Countryside.

2.12.12.2.7 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include policies in their
official plans to promote land use compatibility where agricultural uses and non-agricultural
uses interface, by avoiding, or where avoidance is not possible, minimizing and mitigating
adverse impacts. Where mitigation is required, measures should be incorporated into the non-
agricultural use, as appropriate, in accordance with provincial guidelines.

2.12.12.2.8 Non-agricultural uses may be permitted within Rural Lands in accordance with the
General Policies for the Protected Countryside Section of this Plan.

2.12.12.2.9 Direct the City of Brampton and Town of Caledon to include policies in their official
plans to maintain and enhance the agricultural land base and economic connections to the agri-

food network.

2.12.12.2.10 Direct the Town of Caledon to give consideration to maintaining and adapting
existing public service facilities located on Rural Lands for community hubs.
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2.12.12.3 Agri-food Network Policies

The agri-food network is a component of the Agricultural System that complements the
agricultural land base to enable the agricultural sector to thrive.

2.12.12.3.1 Consider opportunities to support and enhance the Agricultural System through
integrated planning for growth management, including goods movement and transportation
planning.

2.12.12.3.2 Work with the Town of Caledon as well as other local municipalities and
agricultural organizations to support and enhance the Agricultural System through the
development and implementation of agri-food strategies, food systems planning and other
approaches.

2.12.13 Natural System

The Natural System of the Protected Countryside comprises the Natural Heritage System as
defined and mapped in the Greenbelt Plan; a Water Resource System; key natural heritage
features; key hydrologic features; key hydrologic areas; and External Connections including
Urban River Valleys. The Natural System policies protect areas of natural heritage, hydrologic
and/or landform features, which are often functionally inter-related and that collectively
support biodiversity and overall ecological integrity. In addition to other applicable policies of
this Plan, the following specific policies apply.

2.12.13.1 Natural Heritage System Policies

The Natural Heritage System of the Greenbelt Plan includes areas of the Protected Countryside
with the highest concentration of the most sensitive or significant natural features and
functions. This area and its features are to be managed as a connected and integrated natural
heritage system that links to natural heritage features and areas outside of the Protected
Countryside including the Niagara Escarpment, Oak Ridges Moraine, Lake Ontario and the
Region’s Greenlands System.

2.12.13.1.1 Identify the Natural Heritage System on Schedule B-5 as an overlay designation of
the Protected Countryside and direct the Town of Caledon and City of Brampton to identify in
their official plan schedules the Natural Heritage System as an overlay designation of the
Protected Countryside.

2.12.13.1.2 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include policies in their
official plans for new agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, on-farm diversified uses and

normal farm practices within the Natural Heritage System of the Protected Countryside in
accordance with the Greenbelt Plan.
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2.12.13.1.3 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans to indicate that new buildings or structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-
related uses and on-farm diversified uses are subject to policies 2.12.13.2.7 t0 2.12.13.2.12
related to key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features and the existing use
policies of 2.12.16.23.

2.12.13.1.4 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans for development and site alteration in the Natural Heritage System, as permitted
by the Greenbelt Plan, to demonstrate that:

a) there are no negative impacts on key natural heritage features or key hydrologic features
or their functions;

b) connectivity along the system and between key natural heritage features and key
hydrologic features located within 240 metres of each other is maintained or where
possible, enhanced for the movement of native plants and animals across the landscape;

c) the removal of other natural features not identified as key natural heritage features and
key hydrologic features should be avoided;

d) Except for recreational and non-renewable resources,

i) the disturbed area, including any buildings and structures, of the total developable area
will not exceed 25 per cent (40 per cent for golf courses); and

ii) the impervious surface of the total developable area will not exceed 10 per cent.; and

e) atleast 30 percent of the total developable area will remain or be returned to natural self-
sustaining vegetation, recognizing that the General Policies for the Protected Countryside
Section in this Plan establishes specific standards for non-renewable resources.

2.12.13.1.5 Parkland dedication and school sites required as a condition of approval for
development within an urban settlement area shall not be permitted within the Natural
Heritage System of the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.13.1.6 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include policies in their
official plans to prohibit the expansion of settlement areas into the Natural Heritage System of
the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.13.2 Water Resource System Policies
The Water Resource System of the Greenbelt comprises both ground and surface water

features, areas and functions including key hydrologic features and key hydrologic areas. The
ORMCP, NEP and Protected Countryside components of the Greenbelt Plan include the
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headwater areas of watersheds draining to Lake Ontario, discharge zones at the toe of the
Niagara Escarpment and base of the Oak Ridges Moraine and major river valleys that flow from
the Oak Ridges Moraine and Niagara Escarpment into Lake Ontario. These areas of hydrologic
significance function together with other hydrologic features and watersheds within and
outside of the Greenbelt.

2.12.13.2.1 Take a comprehensive, integrated and long-term approach to the protection,
improvement and restoration of the quality and quantity of water through a systems approach.

2.12.13.2.2 Undertake watershed planning in accordance with Section 2.6.19 of this Plan and
requirements of the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.13.2.3 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include policies in their
official plans to identify water resource systems and provide appropriate policies and
designations for their protection.

2.12.13.2.4 Ensure the allocation of growth and planning for water, wastewater, and
stormwater infrastructure is informed by watershed planning in accordance with Section 2.6.19
of this Plan and requirements of the Greenbelt Plan and Growth Plan.

2.12.13.2.5 Recognize provincial Great Lakes legislation, agreements and strategies as part of
watershed planning and coastal or waterfront planning initiatives.

Key Hydrological Areas

2.12.13.2.6 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include policies in their
official plans to only permit major development within a key hydrologic area in the Protected
Countryside where it has been demonstrated that the hydrologic functions are protected and,
where possible, improved or restored in accordance with the Greenbelt Plan. The policy
applying to major development in key hydrologic areas does not apply to new or expanding
buildings or structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses or on-farm diversified
uses, where the total impervious surface does not exceed 10 per cent of the lot.

Key Natural Heritage and Key Hydrologic Features

2.12.13.2.7 Define key natural heritage features within the Natural Heritage System of the
Greenbelt Plan as:

a) habitat of endangered species and threatened species;

b) fish habitat;

c) wetlands;

d) life science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSIs);
e) significant valleylands;

f) significant woodlands;
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g) significant wildlife habitat;
h) sand barrens, savannahs and tallgrass prairies; and
i) alvars.

2.12.13.2.8 Key natural heritage features outside of the Natural Heritage System within the
Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt Plan shall be defined in accordance with the
Greenlands System policies of this Plan.

2.12.13.2.9 Define key hydrologic features within the Protected Countryside of the Greenbelt
Plan as:

a) permanent and intermittent streams;
b) lakes (and their littoral zones);

c) seepage areas and springs; and

d) wetlands.

2.12.13.2.10 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to identify key natural
heritage features and key hydrologic features in their official plans in accordance with
approved criteria established by the Province where such identification is technically feasible.
The policies and criteria for the identification of Core Areas of the Greenlands System also apply
in conjunction with provincial criteria provided that they achieve or exceed provincial
objectives. Within the Greenbelt Plan Area, provincial criteria only apply to the identification of
key natural heritage features within the Natural Heritage System and to key hydrologic
features throughout the Protected Countryside, except within settlement areas. Within
settlement areas in the Protected Countryside, key natural heritage features and key
hydrologic features shall be identified in accordance with municipal criteria. In the absence of
approved provincial criteria municipal criteria will apply.

2.12.13.2.11 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to include policies in their
official plans to prohibit development and site alteration in key natural heritage features and
key hydrologic features and in any associated vegetation protection zone in accordance with
the policies of the Greenbelt Plan and this Plan, including policies that require:

a) the vegetation protection zone to be a minimum of 30 metres measured from the outside
boundary of wetlands, seepage areas and springs, fish habitat, permanent and
intermittent streams, lakes and significant woodlands; and

b) that applications for new development or site alteration within 120 metres of a key natural
heritage feature within the Natural Heritage System or a key hydrologic feature anywhere
within the Protected Countryside Area include the submission of a natural heritage
evaluation or hydrologic evaluation in accordance with the requirements of the Greenbelt
Plan.
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2.12.13.2.12 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans to indicate that new buildings and structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-
related uses and on-farm diversified uses do not require a natural heritage or hydrologic
evaluation if a minimum 30 metre wide vegetation protection zone is provided from a key
natural heritage feature or key hydrologic feature. These uses are exempt from the
requirement of establishing a condition of natural self-sustaining vegetation if the land is, and
will continue to be, used for agricultural purposes. This policy applies to buildings and
structures associated with new uses that require approval under the Planning Act. Existing uses
are subject to the existing use policies of Policy 2.14.15. Agricultural uses, agriculture-related
uses and on-farm diversified uses are required to pursue best management practices to protect
and/or restore key natural heritage features and key hydrologic features and functions.

2.12.14 Parkland, Open Space and Trails

2.12.14.1 Encourage the local municipalities to develop strategies to guide the development of
a system of publicly accessible recreation facilities, parkland, open space areas and trails that
support connectivity of the Natural Heritage System and achievement of complete communities
in keeping with environmental plans and strategies and that consider the impacts to agriculture
when planning these initiatives.

2.12.15 Settlement Areas
2.12.15.1 Prohibit settlement areas outside the Greenbelt from expanding into the Greenbelt.

2.12.15.2 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in their official plan to facilitate the
development of community hubs and other public service facilities.

2.12.15.3 Collaborate with the Town of Caledon to support key components of the Agricultural
System including infrastructure, services and assets and access to local, healthy food.

2.12.15.4 Integrate climate change considerations as part of planning and managing growth in
settlement areas in accordance with the policies in Section 2.4 of this Plan and Section 4.2.10 of
the Growth Plan.

2.12.15.5 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in their official plan to develop best
practices and strategies for the reuse and the management of excess soil generated and fill
received during development or site alteration, including infrastructure development, to ensure
that:

a) any excess soil is reused on-site or locally to the maximum extent possible and, where
feasible, excess soil reuse planning is undertaken concurrently with development planning
and design;
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b) appropriate sites for excess soil storage and processing are permitted close to areas where
proposed development is concentrated or areas of potential soil reuse; and

c) fill quality received and fill placement at a site will not cause an adverse effect with regard
to the current or proposed use of the property or the natural environment and is
compatible with adjacent land uses.

2.12.15.6 Direct the Town of Caledon to include in its official plan, policies that require the
extensions or expansions of services to settlement areas within the Protected Countryside to be
subject to the infrastructure policies of the General Policies for the Protected Countryside
Section of this Plan and the policies of the Greenbelt Plan, including the requirements regarding
environmental assessments and agricultural impact assessments.

2.12.15.7 Expansions of settlement area boundaries are only permitted as part of a municipal
comprehensive review in accordance with the policies of the Growth Plan.

2.12.15.8 Permit infill and intensification within the approved boundaries of Hamlets in the
Protected Countryside, subject to appropriate water and sewage services.

General Policies for the Protected Countryside

2.12.16 Non-Agricultural Uses

The Rural Lands of the Protected Countryside are intended to continue to accommodate
commercial, industrial and institutional uses serving the rural resource and agricultural sectors,
and support a range of recreation and tourism uses such as trails, parks, golf courses, bed and
breakfasts and other tourism based accommodation, serviced playing fields and campgrounds,
ski hills and resorts.

2.12.16.1 Direct the Town of Caledon to prohibit non-agricultural uses within the Prime
Agricultural Area of the Protected Countryside, with the exception of those uses permitted by
the general policies of the Greenbelt Plan, and subject to the Natural Heritage System policies
of this Plan.

2.12.16.2 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to require that proponents for
proposals for non-agricultural uses in the Rural Lands of the Protected Countryside
demonstrate that:

a) the use is appropriate for location on Rural Lands;

b) the type of water and sewage servicing proposed is appropriate for the type of use;
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c) there are no negative impacts on key natural heritage features and/or key hydrologic
features or their functions; and

d) there are no negative impacts on the biodiversity or connectivity of the Natural Heritage
System.

2.12.16.3 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to require the consideration of
an agricultural impact assessment completed to the satisfaction of the municipality, for
proposed non-agricultural uses on Rural Lands in the Protected Countryside, except for mineral
aggregate operations.

Recreation

2.12.16.4 Consider, in partnership with the other agencies, opportunities to provide passive
outdoor recreational amenities that serve regional needs, including small-scale structures for
recreational uses consistent with the requirements of the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.16.5 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans that prohibit residential dwelling units in association with recreational uses unless
the dwelling units are intended for an employee of the proposed use.

2.12.16.6 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans that require an application to establish or expand a major recreational use in the
Natural Heritage System be accompanied by a Vegetation Enhancement Plan in accordance
with the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.16.7 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans that require an application to expand or establish a major recreational use be
accompanied by a conservation plan demonstrating how water use and nutrient and biocide
will be kept to a minimum, including the establishment and monitoring of targets.

2.12.16.8 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans that small-scale structures for recreational uses may be permitted (such as
boardwalks, footbridges, fences, docks and picnic facilities) within key natural heritage
features and key hydrologic features subject to demonstrating how impacts will be minimized.

General Infrastructure

2.12.16.9 Permit all existing, expanded or new infrastructure, that is subject to and approved
under the Federal Impact Assessment Act, the Environmental Assessment Act, the Planning Act,
the Aggregate Resources Act, or the Telecommunications Act or by the National or Ontario

Energy Boards, or which receives a similar environmental approval, within the Protected
Countryside provided it meets one of the following two objectives:

Page 61

21.1-72



Schedule 'A' to By-law 20-2022

Region of Peel Official Plan Chapter 2: The Natural Environment

a)

b)

it supports agriculture, recreation and tourism, Villages and Hamlets, resource use or the
rural economic activity that exists and is permitted within the Greenbelt; or

it serves the significant growth and economic development expected in southern Ontario
beyond the Greenbelt by providing for the appropriate infrastructure connections among
urban centres and between these centres and Ontario’s borders.

2.12.16.10 Require the location and construction of infrastructure and expansions, extensions,
operations and maintenance of infrastructure in the Protected Countryside, to be subject to the
following:

a)

b)

d)

e)

f)

g)

planning, design and construction practices shall minimize, wherever possible, the amount
of the Greenbelt, and particularly the Natural Heritage System and Water Resource System,
traversed and/or occupied by such infrastructure;

planning, design and construction practices shall minimize, wherever possible, the negative
impacts on and disturbance of the existing landscape, including, but not limited to, impacts
caused by light intrusion, noise and road salt;

where practicable, existing capacity and coordination with different infrastructure services
will be optimized so that the rural and existing character of the Protected Countryside and
the overall hierarchy of areas where growth will be accommodated in the Greater Golden
Horseshoe established by the Greenbelt Plan and the Growth Plan are supported and
reinforced;

new or expanding infrastructure shall avoid key natural heritage features, key hydrologic
features, key hydrologic areas and prime agriculture area unless need has been
demonstrated and it has been established that there is no reasonable alternative;

where infrastructure crosses the Natural Heritage System or intrudes into or results in the
loss of a key natural heritage feature, key hydrologic feature or key hydrologic areas,
including related landform features, planning, design and construction practices shall
minimize negative impacts on and disturbance of the features or their related functions,
and where reasonable, maintain or improve connectivity;

where infrastructure crosses the Prime Agricultural Area, an agricultural impact assessment
or equivalent analysis as part of an environmental assessment shall be undertaken; and

new waste disposal sites and facilities, and organic soil conditioning sites are prohibited in
key natural heritage features, key hydrologic features and their associated vegetation
protection zones.

2.12.16.11 Permit certain elements of infrastructure serving the agricultural sector, such as
agricultural irrigation systems, to locate within key natural heritage features or key hydrologic
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features and their associated vegetation protection zones in accordance with Section 4.2.1.3 of
the Greenbelt Plan and Policy 2.14.15 of this Plan. In such instances, these elements may be
established within the feature itself or its associated vegetation protection zones, but all
reasonable efforts shall be made to keep such infrastructure out of key natural heritage
features or key hydrologic features and their associated vegetation protection zones.

Sewage and Water Infrastructure

2.12.16.12 Require the planning, design and construction of sewage and water infrastructure
be carried out in accordance with the policies of Policies 2.12.16.9 to 2.12.16.11 of this Plan and
Section 3.2.6 of the Growth Plan.

2.12.16.13 Permit the extension of municipal or private communal sewage or water services
outside of a settlement area boundary only in the case of health issues or to service existing
uses and the expansion thereof adjacent to the settlement area. Notwithstanding the above,
where municipal water services exist outside of settlement areas, existing uses within the
service area boundary as defined by the environmental assessment may be connected to such a
service.

Stormwater Management and Resilient Infrastructure

2.12.16.14 Require the planning, design and construction of stormwater management
infrastructure be carried out in accordance with the policies of Policies 2.12.16.9 t0 2.12.16.11
of this Plan and Section 3.2.7 of the Growth Plan.

2.12.16.15 Direct the Town of Caledon to include policies in their official plan to assess
infrastructure vulnerability within Villages in accordance with Policy 3.2.1.4 of the Growth Plan.

2.12.16.16 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to prohibit, in their official
plans, stormwater management systems in key natural heritage features, key hydrologic
features and their vegetation protection zones, in accordance with the Greenbelt Plan, except
as permitted by Section 4.2.3.3 of the Greenbelt Plan for those portions of the Protected
Countryside that define the major river valleys that connect the Niagara Escarpment and Oak
Ridges Moraine to Lake Ontario.

2.12.16.17 Direct the City of Brampton and the Town of Caledon to require a stormwater
management plan for applications for development and site alteration in the Protected
Countryside. These stormwater management plans shall meet the objectives of the Greenbelt
Plan and demonstrate that:

a) planning, design and construction practices will minimize vegetation removal, grading and
soil compaction, sediment erosion and impervious surfaces;
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b) an integrated treatment approach shall be used to minimize stormwater flows and mimic
natural hydrology through lot level controls, low impact development and other
conveyance techniques;

c) applicable recommendations, standards or targets within subwatershed plans or equivalent
and water budgets are complied with; and

d) applicable objectives, targets, and any other requirements within a stormwater master plan
will be met in accordance with Section 3.2.7 of the Growth Plan.

Natural Resources

2.12.16.18 Direct the City of Brampton and Town of Caledon to include policies in their official
plans to permit in the Protected Countryside, uses and activities that are related to the use of
renewable resources, in accordance with the Greenbelt Plan and all other applicable legislation,
regulations and municipal planning documents, including the Provincial Policy Statement.

2.12.16.19 Direct the City of Brampton and Town of Caledon to include policies in their official
plans to permit mineral aggregate operations or wayside pits within the Protected Countryside
of the Greenbelt; in accordance with Section 4.3.2 of the Greenbelt Plan, and the applicable
policies of this Plan and the City of Brampton and Town of Caledon official plans.

2.12.16.20 Direct the City of Brampton and Town of Caledon to include policies in their official
plans to require that operators undertaking rehabilitation of mineral aggregate operations
sites in the Protected Countryside do so in accordance with Section 4.3.2.6 of the Greenbelt
Plan.

2.12.16.21 Require that final rehabilitation in the Natural Heritage System will meet the
following provisions:

a) where there is no extraction below the water table, an amount of land equal to that under
natural vegetated cover prior to extraction, and no less than 35 per cent of the land subject
to each license in the Natural Heritage System, is to be rehabilitated to forest cover, which
shall be representative of the natural ecosystem in that particular setting or ecodistrict. If
the site is also in a Prime Agricultural Area, the remainder of the land subject to the license
is to be rehabilitated back to an agricultural condition;

b) where there is extraction below the water table, no less than 35 per cent of the non-aquatic
portion of the land subject to each license in the Natural Heritage System is to be
rehabilitated to forest cover, which shall be representative of the natural ecosystem in that
particular setting or ecodistrict. If the site is also in a Prime Agricultural Area, the remainder
of the land subject to the license is to be rehabilitated in accordance with Section 2.5.4 of
the Provincial Policy Statement; and
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c) rehabilitation will be implemented so that the connectivity of the key natural heritage
features and the key hydrologic features on the site and on adjacent lands shall be
maintained or enhanced.

2.12.16.22 Encourage operators, where appropriate, to consider and provide for public access
to former aggregate sites upon final rehabilitation.

Existing Uses
2.12.16.23 Permit within the Protected Countryside:
a) all existing uses;

b) single dwellings on existing lots of record, provided they were zoned for such as of the date
the Greenbelt Plan came into force. The local municipalities are encouraged to retain
existing lots of record for agricultural uses and discourage non-agricultural uses where
appropriate;

c) outside of the Natural Heritage System, second dwelling units within single dwellings that
are permitted in accordance with Sections 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 of the Greenbelt Plan or within
existing accessory structures on the same lot;

d) expansions to existing buildings and structures, accessory structures and uses, and/or
conversions of legally existing uses which bring the use more into conformity with this Plan,
a local municipal official plan and the Greenbelt Plan, subject to a demonstration of the
following:

i) notwithstanding Section 4.2.2.2 of the Greenbelt Plan, new municipal services are not
required; and

ii) the use does not expand into key natural heritage features or key hydrologic features
or their associated vegetation protection zones, unless there is no other alternative and
in accordance with Policy 2.14.15 of this Plan.

e) expansions or alterations to existing buildings and structures for agricultural uses,
agriculture-related uses or on-farm diversified uses and expansions to existing residential
dwellings within key natural heritage features, key hydrologic features, and their

associated vegetation protection zones in accordance with Policy 2.14.15 of this Plan; and

f) expansion, maintenance and/or replacement of existing infrastructure subject to the
infrastructure policies of Section 4.2 of the Greenbelt Plan.
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Lot Creation

2.12.16.24 Direct the Town of Caledon and the City of Brampton to include policies in their
official plans to permit lot creation on lands within the Protected Countryside in accordance
with Section 4.6 of the Greenbelt Plan and Policy 3.3.16 of this Plan.

Urban River Valley

2.12.17 Urban River Valley Policies

The Urban River Valleys of the Greenbelt provide additional connections and help expand and
integrate the Greenbelt into the broader landscape. These areas include lands that have natural
hydrological features and lands designated in municipal official plans for recreational, parks,
open space, conservation, and environmental protection uses.

2.12.17.1 Identify Urban River Valleys on Schedule B-5 to this Plan and direct the local
municipalities to identify and designate Urban River Valleys in their official plans in accordance
with the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.17.2 Direct the local municipalities to include policies in their official plans that have
regard for the objectives of the Urban River Valley designation and policies of the Greenbelt
Plan recognizing that only publicly owned lands are subject to the policies of the Urban River
Valley designation.

2.12.17.3 Direct the local municipalities to include policies in their official plans to permit all
existing, expanded or new infrastructure that is subject to and approved under the
Environmental Assessment Act, or which receives a similar approval, only if it supports the
needs of adjacent settlement areas or projected growth and economic development, and the
goals and objectives of the Greenbelt Plan.

2.12.17.4 Promote planning and design that ensures the Urban River Valleys identified on
Schedule B-5 are maintained and/or enhanced.

2.12.17.5 Encourage stewardship, remediation and appropriate park and trail initiatives that
strive to enhance the ecological features and functions found within valley systems.

2.13 Growth Plan Natural Heritage System

The Growth Plan provides a comprehensive framework to guide growth and development in
the Greater Golden Horseshoe. The Growth Plan, together with the Greenbelt Plan, Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan and the Niagara Escarpment Plan builds on the direction in the
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Provincial Policy Statement to provide a planning framework that supports the achievement of
complete communities, a thriving economy, social equity and a clean and healthy environment.

Building on the systems approaches in the Provincial Policy Statement and Greenbelt Plans, the
Province has mapped a Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan which applies to only
small portions of land outside the Greenbelt Plan and outside settlement areas in Peel. The
Growth Plan provides for the identification and protection of the System to support protection
of the Region’s natural heritage and biodiversity.

Objectives

2.13.1 To implement the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan to support a
comprehensive, integrated, and long-term approach for the protection of the Region’s natural
heritage and biodiversity.

Policies

2.13.2 Identify the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan as an overlay designation on
Schedule B-5.

2.13.3 If deemed appropriate, only make refinements to the Natural Heritage System for the
Growth Plan through a municipal comprehensive review.

2.13.4 Subject to the requirements of the Growth Plan, maintain, restore, or enhance the
diversity and connectivity of the system and the long-term ecological or hydrologic functions of

key hydrologic features, key hydrologic areas and key natural heritage features.

2.13.5 Require that new development or site alteration within the Natural Heritage System for
the Growth Plan demonstrate that:

a) there are no negative impacts on key natural heritage features or key hydrologic features
or their functions;

b) connectivity along the system and between key natural heritage features and key
hydrologic features located within 240 metres of each other will be maintained or, where

possible, enhanced for the movement of native plants and animals across the landscape;

c) the removal of features not identified as key natural heritage features and key hydrologic
features is avoided, where possible;
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d) except for mineral aggregate resource uses, the disturbed area, including any buildings and
structures, will not exceed 25 percent of the total developable area, and the impervious
surface will not exceed 10 percent of the total developable area;

e) with respect to golf courses, the disturbed area will not exceed 40 percent of the total
developable area; and

f) atleast 30 percent of the total developable area will remain or be returned to natural self-
sustaining vegetation, except where specified in accordance with the policies in Section
4.2.8 of the Growth Plan.

2.13.6 Permit the full range of existing and new agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, on-
farm diversified uses, and normal farm practices within the Natural Heritage System for the
Growth Plan subject to the Growth Plan and the policies of this Plan. New buildings or
structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, on-farm diversified uses are not
subject to the policies applicable to the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan, except
for policies that apply to key natural heritage features, key hydrologic features and key
hydrologic areas.

2.13.7 Direct the local municipalities to include policies in their official plans for areas beyond
the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan, including within settlement areas that
continue to protect any other natural heritage features and areas, natural heritage systems or
identify new systems in a manner consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement and in
accordance with any other applicable provincial plan and the policies in Section 2.14 of this
Plan.

2.13.8 If a settlement area is expanded to include the Natural Heritage System for the Growth
Plan, require the Town of Caledon to designate and continue to protect the portion of the
Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan that is within the expanded settlement area in a
manner that ensures that the connectivity between, and diversity and functions of, natural
heritage features and areas will be maintained, restored, or enhanced in a manner that is
consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement and the policies of this Plan.

2.13.9 Development or site alteration is not permitted in key natural heritage features within
the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan, as shown on Schedule B-5, and within key
hydrologic features or any associated vegetation protection zone outside settlement areas,

except for:

a) forest, fish, and wildlife management;
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b)

c)

d)

f)

g)

conservation and flood or erosion control projects, but only if they have been demonstrated
to be necessary in the public interest and after all alternatives have been considered;

activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an environmental
assessment process;

mineral aggregate operations and wayside pits and quarries subject to the requirements of
the Growth Plan and the policies of this Plan;

expansions or alterations to existing buildings and structures, accessory structures and uses,
and conversions of legally existing uses which bring the use more into conformity with the
Growth Plan in accordance with the Growth Plan and Policy 2.14.16 of this Plan;

expansions or alterations to existing buildings and structures for agricultural uses,
agriculture-related uses, or on-farm diversified uses and expansions to existing residential
dwellings subject to demonstration that there is no alternative, the expansion or alteration
in the feature is minimized and, in the vegetation protection zone associated with the
feature, is directed away from the feature to the maximum extent possible; and the impact
of the expansion or alteration on the feature and its functions is minimized and mitigated to
the maximum extent possible; and

small scale structures for recreational uses, if measures are taken to minimize the number
of such structures and their negative impacts.

2.13.10 Direct the Town of Caledon to require proposals for new development or site alteration
outside settlement areas within 120 metres of a key natural heritage feature within the
Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan or a key hydrologic feature to provide a natural
heritage evaluation or hydrologic evaluation that identifies a vegetation protection zone in
accordance with the requirements of the Growth Plan, except:

a)

b)

a natural heritage evaluation and hydrologic evaluation is not required if the development
and site alteration is on a site where the only key natural heritage feature is the habitat of
endangered species and threatened species; or

the new building or structure is for an agricultural use, agriculture-related use, or an on-
farm diversified use and a minimum 30 metre vegetation protection zone is provided from

the key natural heritage feature or key hydrologic feature in accordance with the Growth
Plan.
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2.13.11 Require that natural heritage and hydrologic evaluations identify any additional
restrictions to be applied before, during or after development to protect the hydrologic
functions and ecological functions of the feature.

2.13.12 Direct the Town of Caledon to only permit large scale development by plan of
subdivision, vacant plan of condominium or site plan in key hydrologic areas outside of
settlement areas if it is demonstrated that the hydrologic functions, including the quality and
qguantity of water, of these areas will be protected and, where possible, enhanced or restored
in accordance with any requirements of this Plan and the Growth Plan.

2.14  Greenlands System

The Greenlands System is a fundamental component of the Region’s natural environment that
depends on the natural landscape to be linked, where ecologically appropriate, into a network
of natural heritage features, areas and corridors. The Greenlands System is based on a natural
heritage system approach that provides for the protection, restoration and enhancement of
natural heritage features and areas and the linkages among them. Linkages are intended to
provide connectivity and support natural processes which are necessary to maintain biological
and geological diversity, natural functions, viable populations of indigenous species and
ecosystems. An integrated and connected system provides for the movement of plants and
animals and the ecological functions between and among natural heritage features and areas
that are necessary for the system to be sustained. The system provides valuable ecosystem
services, clean water and air. It contributes to human health and economic, social and
recreational benefits that are essential to the quality of life of the Region.

The Greenlands System’s features and areas can be adversely impacted by development and
the impacts of a changing climate. The policies of this section and other sections of the Plan
provide the policy framework required to protect, restore and enhance the system as a
fundamental part of the Region’s approach to managing growth and development.

The policy framework builds on the systems approach in provincial policies and plans including
the natural heritage system approaches contained in the Provincial Policy Statement, Growth
Plan, Greenbelt Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, Niagara Escarpment Plan and Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan. The significant landscapes and natural heritage system designations of
the provincial plans are fundamental building blocks of the Greenlands System framework
along with policies that provide for the protection of key natural heritage features, key
hydrologic areas and key hydrologic features.

The Greenlands System and Water Resource System are interrelated and policies in both
sections of the Plan dealing with these systems protect, improve or restore sensitive surface
water features and sensitive ground water features and maintain linkages and hydrologic

functions among features and areas.
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The relationship between the Greenlands System and Agricultural System is also recognized as
these systems overlap and are mutually supportive. The Greenlands System policy framework
balances policy support to allow agricultural uses to continue within the system while
protecting significant natural heritage and hydrologic features and areas.

The Region of Peel Official Plan implements the Provincial Policy Statement’s natural heritage
system policies by providing policy direction for the protection of natural heritage and water
resource features through the Greenlands System’s Core Areas, Natural Areas and Corridors
(NAC) and Potential Natural Areas and Corridors (PNAC) policy framework. The policy
framework provides for the Core, NAC and PNAC components of the Greenlands System to be
combined, restored and enhanced to provide an integrated natural heritage system for the
Region.

Core Areas include provincially and regionally significant features and areas that are deemed to
be important to the Region and warrant a high standard of protection. NAC and PNAC natural
features and areas may also be evaluated and identified to be significant in local municipal
official plans and through the local planning approval process that implements natural heritage
system planning requirements in accordance with Regional, local municipal and provincial
policy. Where the Province has provided criteria for the identification of natural features, the
provincial criteria shall apply, unless municipal criteria achieve or exceed the same objective in
which case the municipal criteria will apply.

Natural heritage features and areas identified within the Core, NAC and PNAC policy
framework include Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest, Environmentally Sensitive or
Significant Areas, Escarpment Natural Areas, Escarpment Protection Areas, fish and wildlife
habitat, habitats of threatened and endangered species, wetlands, woodlands, valley and
stream corridors, shorelines, natural lakes, ground water recharge and discharge areas, open
space portions of the Parkway Belt West Plan, and other natural features and functional areas.
The policy framework also provides for the establishment of enhancement areas and linkages
where these are required as a condition of development approval or when provided voluntarily
through landowner stewardship and through programs implemented by public and non-profit
organizations.

Figures 6 and 7 depict the provincial plan natural heritage system overlays and designations
applicable to Peel and the natural heritage features and areas that are included as elements of
the Greenlands System Core, NAC and PNAC framework. Figures 6 and 7 depicting the
Greenlands System do not form part of the Region of Peel Official Plan but are provided as a
reference to conceptually illustrate the System’s components.

Figure 8 is a conceptual depiction of a regional scale natural heritage system based on
conservation authority studies. It is intended to be further interpreted and identified by the
local municipalities through their implementation of the Greenlands System policy framework
in accordance with provincial policy. The natural heritage system as mapped by the
conservation authorities identifies lands in existing natural cover and lands with the potential to
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be restored or enhanced and provides a science-based foundation for the implementation of
natural heritage system planning by the local municipalities. The objectives and targets for
restoration and enhancement recommended in the natural heritage system studies should be
addressed when implementing the Greenlands System policy direction of this Plan. Although
the natural heritage system mapping shown on Figure 8 includes natural features and areas
that are subject to protection in accordance with provincial policies, natural features and areas
that are not included within the natural heritage system may also be considered significant and
protected in accordance with provincial policy and the policies of this Plan.

Objectives

2.14.1 To identify, protect, restore and enhance the long-term ecological function and
biodiversity of the Greenlands System.

2.14.2 To maintain, restore or, where possible, improve the linkages between and among
natural heritage features and areas, hydrologic functions, ground water features and surface

water features including shorelines.

2.14.3 To support agriculture as a complementary and compatible use within the Greenlands
System.

2.14.4 To maintain and enhance ecosystem services and the long-term ecological integrity of
the Greenlands System and its resilience and ability to adapt to a changing climate.

2.3.2 Policies
2.14.5 Define the Greenlands System as being made up of the following components:

a) Core Areas, which are designated and shown generally on Schedule C-2, which are
protected, restored and enhanced in this Plan and in the local municipal official plans;

b) Natural Areas and Corridors, which will be interpreted, protected, restored, and enhanced
and shown, as appropriate, in the local municipal official plans;

c) Potential Natural Areas and Corridors, which will be interpreted, protected, restored, and
enhanced and shown, as appropriate, in the local municipal official plans. Potential Natural
Areas and Corridors will be analyzed to determine their functional role in supporting and
enhancing the ecological integrity of the Greenlands System;

d) The Natural Heritage System overlay of the Growth Plan and the key natural heritage
features and key hydrologic features, which will be protected in accordance with the Plan;
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e) The Natural Heritage System overlay of the Greenbelt Plan and the key natural heritage
features and key hydrologic features, which will be protected in accordance with the Plan;

f) Urban River Valleys of the Greenbelt Plan, which will be protected and, where appropriate,
restored, in accordance with the policies of this Plan;

g) The Natural Core Areas and Natural Linkage Areas land use designations of the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan and the key natural heritage features and key hydrologic
features, which will be protected in accordance with the Plan; and

h) The Escarpment Natural Area and Escarpment Protection Area land use designations of the
Niagara Escarpment Plan and the key natural heritage features and key hydrologic
features, which will be protected in accordance with the Plan.

Reference should be made to the local municipal official plans and related documents for a
detailed interpretation of the location and extent of the Greenlands System Core Areas, Natural
Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural Areas and Corridors, and the key natural heritage
features and key hydrologic features protected in the provincial plans.

2.14.6 Identify the Greenlands System as an overlay designation on Schedule C-1.

2.14.7 Only permit development and site alteration within the Greenlands System in
accordance with the policies of this Plan subject to provincial legislation, policies and applicable
provincial plans.

2.14.8 Maintain, restore and improve the diversity and connectivity of natural heritage
features and areas within the Greenlands System’s components and the long-term ecological
function and biodiversity of the Greenlands System, recognizing linkages between and among
natural heritage features and areas, surface water features and ground water features.

2.14.9 Permit the continuation of the full range of existing and new agricultural uses,
agriculture-related uses, on-farm diversified uses, and normal farm practices within the
Greenlands System subject to the policies of this Plan, provincial legislation, policies and
applicable provincial plans.

2.14.10 Refinements to the boundaries of the Greenlands System shown on Schedule C-1
made in accordance with the policies of this Plan and the applicable provincial plans will not
require an amendment to this Plan. Local official plans may incorporate refinements to the
Greenlands System Core Areas, Natural Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural areas and
Corridors in accordance with the interpretation policies of Section 7.3, to reflect existing local
natural heritage systems and refinements made through approved development applications.

2.14.11 The Greenlands System Core Areas, Natural Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural
Areas and Corridors policy framework establishes protection standards and implements
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provincial and Regional policy direction and objectives in accordance with the Provincial Policy
Statement. The Core Areas, Natural Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural Areas and
Corridors policy framework applies throughout the Region of Peel and may be more restrictive
than provincial plans and the Provincial Policy Statement, unless otherwise stated in provincial
policy. In the event of a conflict, the provincial plans take precedence over this Plan.

Core Areas

2.14.12 Define the Core Areas of the Greenlands System as:

a) significant wetlands;

b) significant coastal wetlands;

c) woodlands meeting one or more of the criteria for Core Area woodland in Table 1;
d) Environmentally Sensitive or Significant Areas;

e) Provincial Life Science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest;

f) Escarpment Natural Areas of the Niagara Escarpment Plan; and

g) valley and stream corridors meeting one or more of the criteria for Core Area valley and
stream corridors in Table 2 and as shown on Schedule C-2. The limit of Core Area valley and
stream corridors shall be determined jointly with the local municipalities in consultation
with relevant agencies and in accordance with the definition in the Glossary of this Plan and
the criteria in Table 2 to recognize the unique urban and rural character of the Region. Core
valley and stream corridors include the main branches, major tributaries and other
tributaries associated with the Credit River, the Etobicoke Creek, the Mimico Creek, the
West Humber River and the Humber River and with the other identified watercourses
draining directly to Lake Ontario, except for those portions within Delineated Built-up Areas
in the urban settlements of Bolton, Mayfield West, and Caledon East and the Rural
Settlement Areas in the Rural System as designated in a local municipal official plan. These
valley and stream corridors are continuous linkages connecting to other Greenlands System
Core Areas.

2.14.13 For the purposes of defining the Core Areas of the Greenlands System for mineral
aggregate resource extraction uses within the Rural System, define Core Area woodlands as all
woodlands that are a minimum of 30 hectares in size and exclude as Core Area valley and
stream corridors all valley and stream corridors that have a drainage area of less than 125
hectares.

2.14.14 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities,
appropriate federal and provincial agencies and the Niagara Escarpment Commission, to
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include objectives and policies in their official plans for the interpretation, protection,
enhancement, proper management and stewardship of the Core Areas of the Greenlands
System which conform to the intent of this Plan, consistent with provincial policy, the Growth
Plan, Niagara Escarpment Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, Greenbelt Plan and Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan, where applicable.

2.14.15 Prohibit development and site alteration within the Core Areas of the Greenlands
System in Peel, except for:

a)

b)

d)
e)
f)
g)

h)

forest, fish and wildlife management;
conservation and flood or erosion control projects, but only if they have been demonstrated
to be necessary in the public interest and after all reasonable alternatives have been

considered;

essential infrastructure exempted, pre-approved or authorized under an environmental
assessment process;

passive recreation;

minor development and minor site alteration;

existing uses, buildings or structures;

expansions or alterations to existing buildings or structures;

accessory uses, buildings or structures;

a new single residential dwelling on an existing lot of record, provided that the dwelling
would have been permitted by the applicable planning legislation or zoning by-law on May
23, 2014. A new dwelling built after May 23, 2014 in accordance with this policy shall be

deemed to be an existing building or structure for the purposes of the exceptions permitted
in clauses g) and h) above.

2.14.16 Permit the exceptions set out in Policy 2.14.15 provided that:

a)

b)

the exceptions are permitted in accordance with the policies in an approved local municipal
official plan or the Niagara Escarpment Plan, where applicable;

any development and site alteration will not be permitted unless it has been demonstrated
that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or their ecological functions
and that:
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i) thereis no reasonable alternative location outside of the Core Area and the use,
development or site alteration is directed away from the Core Area to the greatest
extent possible;

ii) if avoidance of the Core Area is not possible, the impact to the Core Area feature is
minimized;

iii) any impact to the Core Area or its functions is mitigated through restoration or
enhancement to the greatest extent possible; and

iv) where ecosystem compensation is determined to be appropriate and feasible, including
for essential infrastructure, it may be considered in accordance with local municipal or
conservation authority ecosystem compensation guidelines.; and

c) within significant wetlands and significant coastal wetlands the above exceptions may only
be considered in accordance with federal and provincial legislation, regulations and policies
(e.g. Conservation Authorities Act); and

d) when developing policies to allow the exceptions, the local municipalities may consider
appropriate implementation tools including existing approval requirements and tools of
other agencies.

2.14.17 Ensure that the Core Areas of the Greenlands System, as described in Policies 2.14.12
and 2.14.13 and as further detailed in the local municipal official plans and related planning
documents, are not damaged or destroyed. In the event that portions of the Core Areas are
damaged or destroyed by human or natural causes, there shall be no adjustment to the
boundary or redesignation of these areas in the Region of Peel or local municipal official plans.
If the Core Area is intentionally damaged or destroyed, the Region or local municipality will
require replacement or restoration of the ecological features, functions and/or landforms as a
condition of development approval. Regional Council will support the local municipalities in
applying this policy to other environmental features that are protected in an approved local
municipal official plan.

Natural Areas and Corridors

2.14.18 Define the Natural Areas and Corridors of the Greenlands System as:

a) evaluated non-provincially significant wetlands and coastal wetlands;

b) woodlands meeting one or more of the criteria for NAC woodland in Table 1;

c) significant wildlife habitat meeting one or more of the criteria in the Ministry of Northern

Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry’s Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical
Guide and associated Criteria Schedules for Ecoregions 6E and 7E;
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d) fish habitat;

e)

f)

g)

h)

j)

k)

m)

habitat of aquatic species at risk;

habitat of endangered and threatened species defined in accordance with the Endangered
Species Act;

regionally significant life science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest;

provincially significant earth science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest;

Escarpment Protection Areas of the Niagara Escarpment Plan;

the Lake Ontario shoreline and littoral zone and other natural lakes and their shorelines;
any other valley and stream corridors that have not been defined as part of the Core Areas;
sensitive headwater areas and sensitive ground water discharge areas; and

any other natural features and functional areas interpreted as part of the Greenlands
System Natural Areas and Corridors by the local municipalities, in consultation with the
conservation authorities and the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural

Resources and Forestry, including, as appropriate, elements of the Potential Natural Areas
and Corridors.

Potential Natural Areas and Corridors

2.14.19 Define Potential Natural Areas and Corridors of the Greenlands System, subject to the
provisions of Policy, 2.14.18 (m) as:

a)

b)

d)
e)

f)

unevaluated wetlands and coastal wetlands;

cultural woodlands and cultural savannahs within the Urban System meeting one or more
of the criteria for PNAC woodland in Table 1. The evaluation of cultural woodlands and
cultural savannabhs is also subject to Policy 2.14.29;

any other woodlands greater than 0.5 hectares;

regionally significant earth science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest;

sensitive ground water recharge areas;

portions of Historic shorelines;
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g) open space portions of the Parkway Belt West Plan Area;
h) enhancement areas, buffers and linkages; and

i) any other natural features and functional areas interpreted as part of the Greenlands
System Potential Natural Areas and Corridors, by the individual local municipalities in
consultation with the conservation authorities.

2.14.20 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities,
appropriate federal and provincial agencies and the Niagara Escarpment Commission, to
include objectives and policies in their official plans for the interpretation, protection,
restoration, enhancement, proper management and stewardship of the Natural Areas and
Corridors and Potential Natural Areas and Corridors which conform to the intent of this Plan,
consistent with provincial policy, the Growth Plan, the Niagara Escarpment Plan, the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan, the Greenbelt Plan, and local considerations, where applicable.

Wetlands

2.14.21 Recognize the environmental value of all wetlands as part of the Greenlands System
and Water Resource System and support their identification and protection through the
planning approval process, as appropriate.

2.14.22 Direct the local municipalities in conjunction with the conservation authorities and the
Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry to study and
evaluate unevaluated wetlands and protect them, as appropriate.

2.14.23 Direct the local municipalities to include policies in their official plans that require pre-
development wetland water balance to be maintained in areas proposed for development by
limiting the area of impermeable surface within the wetland catchment or by using best
management practices, where maintaining water balance has been determined to be feasible
and appropriate in accordance with provincial policy and the policies of this Plan.

Valley and Stream Corridors

2.14.24 Recognize the environmental value of all valley and stream corridors as part of the
Greenlands System and support their identification and protection through the planning
approval process, as appropriate.

2.14.25 Direct the local municipalities to include policies in their official plans for valley and
stream corridors located within the Delineated Built-up Areas in the urban settlements of

Bolton, Mayfield West and Caledon East, and the Rural Settlement Areas in the Rural System as
designated in a local municipal official plan and/or special policy areas for flood plains as
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approved by the Province. These policies shall ensure that the ecological integrity of the valley
and stream corridors and their ecological and linkage functions are maintained, including valley
walls, landforms, habitats and steep slopes.

2.14.26 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities, to
continue to refine the boundaries of valley and stream corridors; establish setbacks and buffers
for watercourses, and valley and stream corridors; and define headwater areas through
subwatershed or other broad scale environmental studies. Alterations to valley and stream
corridors identified as Natural Areas and Corridors may be considered subject to
recommendations in a subwatershed or broad scale environmental study and on the basis of
detailed site specific environmental, engineering or planning studies where such alterations
contribute to the overall enhancement of the Greenlands System.

2.14.27 In addition to development and site alteration permitted in accordance with Policy
2.14.15, permit the following within Core Area valley and stream corridors unless a local
municipal official plan is more restrictive than the Region of Peel Official Plan:

a) limited expansions to existing compatible active recreation within the Urban System as
shown on Schedule E-1;

b) development permitted within approved two zone and special policy area flood plains as
approved by the Province; and

c) compatible small scale urban agricultural, agricultural-related and on-farm diversified uses,
buildings and structures within the Urban System as shown on Schedule E-1.

These exceptions shall not be permitted within significant wetlands and significant coastal
wetlands, and shall not be permitted within other significant natural features unless it has been
demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or their ecological
functions and that restoration and enhancement of the Greenlands System and natural hazards
are addressed in accordance with the policies of this Plan. Expansions to existing compatible
active recreation uses shall be designed and implemented to provide net environmental
benefits to the Greenlands System.

Woodlands

2.14.28 Direct the local municipalities to define woodlands to include plantations in
accordance with the definition in this Plan and to evaluate them in accordance with the criteria
in Table 1 and policies in Section 2.14 of this Plan. Plantations shall be identified as a Core Area
woodland if they are a naturalized plantation and they meet one or more criteria for Core Area
woodland in Table 1. For the purpose of measuring woodland patch size when woodlands
contain Core Area woodland and non-Core Area plantation communities, patch size shall be
measured to include all contiguous woodland communities.
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2.14.29 Direct the local municipalities to interpret woodlands to include cultural woodlands
and cultural savannahs. The interpretation, significance and level of protection of cultural
woodlands and cultural savannahs shall be determined in accordance with Policy 2.14.20 and
the criteria in Table 1. Within the Urban System, as shown on Schedule E-1, the significance and
protection of these woodlands will require an additional evaluation through natural heritage
studies required by the local municipalities in consultation with relevant agencies to evaluate
and confirm the quality and function of the woodlands. The important ecological functions
associated with cultural woodlands and cultural savannahs within the Urban System that
contribute to the ecological function and integrity of the Greenlands System are recommended
to be identified, protected and/or mitigated through restoration or enhancement to the
greatest extent possible in accordance with the policies of this Plan.

2.14.30 Direct the local municipalities to include or develop criteria and thresholds for
woodlands identified as Natural Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural Areas and Corridors
in accordance with Policy 2.14.20 and the criteria in Table 1 and to consider criteria and
thresholds based on environmental, physiographic, social and economic factors.

2.14.31 Exclude as Core Area woodlands and significant woodlands, plantations that are:

a) managed for production of fruits, nuts, Christmas trees, nursery stock or other similar agro-
forestry type uses;

b) managed for tree products with an average rotation of less than 20 years (e.g. hybrid willow
or poplar); or

c) established and continuously managed for the sole purpose of complete removal at
rotation, as demonstrated with documentation acceptable to the Region or local
municipality, without a woodland restoration objective.

2.14.32 Notwithstanding Policy 2.14.31, additional exclusions may be considered for treed
communities which are dominated by invasive non-native tree species such as buckthorn
(Rhamnus species), Norway maple (Acer platanoides), or others deemed to be highly invasive,
that threaten the ecological functions or biodiversity of native communities. Such exceptions
should be supported by site-specific studies that consider 1) the degree of threat posed; 2) any
potential positive and/or negative impact on the ecological functions or biodiversity of nearby
or adjacent native communities; and 3) the projected natural succession of the community.
Communities where native tree species comprise approximately 10 percent or less of the tree
crown cover and approximately 100 or fewer stems of native tree species of any size per
hectare would be candidates for exclusion.

2.14.33 Where Core Area woodlands and significant woodlands have undergone changes in
their characteristics or ecological functions due to stresses such as blowdown, harvesting,
invasive species, disease or climate change they will continue to be considered to be Core Area
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woodlands and significant woodlands contributing to the long-term ecological function and
biodiversity of the Greenlands System.

2.14.34 Consider allowing new or expanded mineral aggregate extraction sites in Core Area
woodlands if the woodland is early successional habitat or young plantation and provided that
progressive and final rehabilitation will result in no loss of woodland area and ecological
function. If mitigation of the loss of woodland area or ecological function is not possible on-site
due to excavation below water table, off-site mitigation that contributes to the ecological
function and ecological integrity of the Greenlands System is to be considered as early in the
operation as practical. The new or expanded mineral aggregate extraction site that is allowed
within early successional habitat or young plantation shall not affect the status of the retained
portion of the woodland to remain as Core Area woodland or significant woodland. New or
expanded mineral aggregate extraction sites within the Greenbelt Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan or the Natural Heritage System for the Growth Plan are subject to
additional policy requirements in Sections 2.11, 2.12 and 2.13 of this Plan.

Fish Habitat

2.14.35 Prohibit development and site alteration in fish habitat except in accordance with
federal and provincial requirements.

Habitat of Endangered and Threatened Species

2.14.36 Prohibit development and site alteration in habitat of endangered and threatened
species and in the habitat of aquatic species at risk except in accordance with provincial and
federal requirements.

Landforms

2.14.37 Encourage the local municipalities to protect significant landforms, landscapes, vistas
and ridgelines, as appropriate.

2.14.38 Promote planning, design and construction practices, which conserve landforms,
particularly within the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan Area and the Niagara Escarpment
Plan Area, and to protect ecological features, forms and/or functions from the disruption or
destruction of landform.

Greenlands System Protection, Restoration and Enhancement

2.14.39 Apply a systems approach to implementing the Greenlands System by:

a) Directing the local municipalities to identify, protect, restore and enhance natural heritage
systems in their official plans in accordance with provincial policy and the Greenlands
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b)

d)

e)

System policy framework of this Plan. When developing official plan policies, the local
municipalities may go beyond the minimum requirements of the Greenlands System policy
framework and may be more restrictive than the Region of Peel Official Plan or provincial
policy, unless doing so would conflict with any policy of the Provincial Policy Statement or
applicable provincial plan;

Directing the local municipalities, in consultation with the Region, conservation authorities
and other agencies to further interpret and identify the Greenlands System and its
components and the linkages among and between the components of the Greenlands
System and the Water Resource System in accordance with watershed and subwatershed
plans, natural heritage system studies, natural heritage evaluations, environmental impact
studies or other equivalent studies;

Directing the local municipalities to include policies in their official plans not permitting
development or site alteration within or on adjacent lands to natural heritage features and
areas identified as Greenlands System Natural Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural
Areas and Corridors or on adjacent lands to the natural heritage features and areas
identified as Core Areas of the Greenlands System, unless the ecological function of the
adjacent lands has been evaluated and it has been demonstrated that there will be no
negative impacts on the natural features or on their ecological functions;

Notwithstanding Policy 2.14.39 c), directing the local municipalities to include policies in
their official plans permitting expansions or alterations to existing buildings and structures
for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, or on-farm diversified uses within or on
adjacent lands to the natural heritage features and areas identified as Core Areas of the
Greenlands System, Natural Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural Areas and Corridors
if it is demonstrated that:

i) thereis no alternative, and the expansion or alteration in the feature is minimized and,
in the vegetation protection zone, is directed away from the feature to the maximum
extent possible; and

ii) the impact of the expansion or alteration on the feature and its functions is minimized
and mitigated to the maximum extent possible.; and

Directing the local municipalities to require proponents of development or site alteration
within or on adjacent lands to natural heritage features and areas identified as Greenlands
System Core Areas, Natural Areas and Corridors and Potential Natural Areas and Corridors

to prepare an environmental impact study the purpose of which is to:

i) inventory components and refine the boundaries of the Greenlands System features
and areas;
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ii) establish limits of development and site alteration in relation to the Greenlands System’s
natural heritage features and areas requiring protection;

iii) assess the potential environmental impacts of the development and site alteration;

iv) make recommendations to avoid, minimize, and mitigate impacts including identifying
enhancement areas and requirements for buffers and vegetation enhancement adjacent
to features; and

v) identify requirements to restore or establish linkages between and among natural
heritage features and areas, surface water features and ground water features, where
ecologically appropriate.

The requirement for environmental impact studies may be reduced or waived by the local
municipality depending on the scale and potential impact of the development or site alteration
if detailed development criteria have been applied to a site through a subwatershed study, a
comprehensive environmental impact study, or if an appropriate scoping exercise has been
completed by the local municipality in consultation with the relevant agencies.

2.14.40 Support the appropriate use of ecosystem compensation guidelines by the local
municipalities and other agencies in accordance with the policies of this Plan subject to federal
and provincial policy requirements and provided that development or site alteration will not
result in negative impacts to the natural features or ecological functions of the Greenlands
System. Where ecosystem compensation is determined to be an acceptable mitigation option,
it should be applied to achieve a no net loss and if possible, a net gain, in natural heritage
feature area or function.

2.14.41 Promote and support collaboratively with the local municipalities, conservation
authorities, Indigenous communities and other agencies the development and implementation
of habitat restoration and enhancement programs.

2.14.42 Work jointly with agencies and landowners to rehabilitate abandoned mineral
aggregate extraction areas and progressively rehabilitate operating pits and quarries and peat
extraction areas to the highest level of ecological integrity practicable within the context of the
local municipal official plans and in accordance with relevant legislation.

2.14.43 Urban Forest

The urban forest is a natural asset that overlaps with and extends beyond the natural wooded
areas in the Greenlands System in Peel’s urban and rural settlement areas. The urban forest
encompasses all of the trees in urban and rural settlement areas including not only trees in
woodlands and natural areas but also trees in more manicured settings such as parks, yards and
boulevards. Well managed forests and green spaces help communities adapt to a changing
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climate, support public health outcomes, as well as make a substantial contribution to a
sustainable and resilient community by reducing stormwater run-off, improving air quality,
sequestering carbon, providing shade, mitigating urban heat island effects and contributing to
the quality of outdoor recreational spaces. The wide range of co-benefits and services that
trees and wooded areas provide requires that municipalities recognize and integrate them as a
component of a complete, healthy and sustainable community.

While trees and wooded areas outside of Peel’s urban and rural settlement areas are also
recognized as providing a wide range of benefits and services to the community, for the
purposes of this Plan, the urban forest as defined in this Plan includes only the trees within
Peel’s urban and rural settlement areas. Wooded natural areas within and outside of settlement
areas are also addressed by the Greenlands System policies.

Objective

2.14.43.1 To protect, maintain and enhance the health and extent of the urban forest in the
Region.

Policies

2.14.43.2 Work jointly with the local municipalities and agencies to develop urban forest
strategies and encourage and support programs and initiatives that protect, maintain and
enhance tree canopy in urban and rural settlement areas.

2.14.43.3 Recognize the urban forest as green infrastructure and a natural asset and provide
direction to incorporate trees and wooded natural areas in municipal asset management
planning.

2.14.43.4 Encourage the local municipalities to develop, maintain and implement urban forest
management including establishing targets and the operational plans, programs and resources
needed to support meeting established targets.

2.14.43.5 Direct the local municipalities to develop, review and update policies in their official
plans, secondary plans, infrastructure plans and asset management plans to protect, maintain
and enhance the extent of tree canopy cover.

2.14.43.6 Direct the local municipalities to adopt official plan policies and associated guidelines
that require proponents of development and site alteration to submit tree assessment and
preservation plans to minimize impacts to trees on private lands and where impacts cannot be
avoided to require tree replacement and compensation in conjunction with any authorization
permitting the removal of trees.
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2.14.43.7 Work collaboratively with the local municipalities and conservation authorities to
support the development and implementation of sustainable community design and building
practices, including those related to the restoration and enhancement of the urban forest, in
accordance with Section 7.6 of this Plan.

2.14.43.8 Encourage the local municipalities to enact and implement tree and woodland
preservation by-laws to support the proper management and regulation of trees and
woodlands and the objective of protecting, maintaining and enhancing the urban forest tree
canopy.

2.14.43.9 Promote and support tree planting and landscaping initiatives on all lands within the
Region, including in Regional road rights-of-way and with an emphasis in urban and rural
settlement areas in locations that maximize the social, environmental and economic benefits of
trees.

2.14.43.10 Support the maintenance of a comprehensive inventory of trees on Regional lands
and the operational structure and resources to maintain and enhance these treed assets.

2.14.43.11 Adopt policies, bylaws and guidelines that require protection of trees on Regional
lands, and that, where tree removal cannot be avoided, require tree replacement and
compensation.

2.14.43.12 Work collaboratively with the local municipalities and conservation authorities to
increase awareness of the health and other co-benefits of trees and wooded natural areas
throughout Peel through public education and stewardship programs.

2.14.43.13 Work collaboratively with the local municipalities and conservation authorities to
monitor the amount and quality of the urban forest tree canopy in the Region.

2.14.44 Invasive Species Management

A major issue facing natural heritage management within the Region is the threat of non-native
species invading woodlands, wetlands and other natural areas. If left unmanaged, invasive
species pose a risk to the ecological integrity of the Region’s natural areas through the
displacement of native species and the subsequent alteration to the genetic diversity and
structure of local native species populations.

Objective

2.14.44.1 To minimize the impacts of invasive species through the proper management and
control of non-native invasive species in the Region.
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Policies

2.14.44.2 Acknowledge and support the role of the local municipalities, conservation
authorities, provincial agencies and conservation organizations in carrying out invasive species
management.

2.14.44.3 Support and encourage the local municipalities in consultation with the conservation
authorities to develop policies and programs that require or promote measures to eliminate
and/or manage non-native invasive species and discourage the use of non-native invasive
species plantings in new developments adjacent to the Greenlands System.

2.14.44.4 Encourage the use of native species plantings at Regional and municipal facilities and
along transportation and utility corridors, or, where that is not feasible and appropriate, utilize
non-invasive, non-native species.
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Table 1 - Criteria and Thresholds for the Identification of Core Areas, Natural Areas and
Corridors (NAC) and Potential Natural Areas and Corridors (PNAC) Woodlands

21.1-98

ROP Size Age Linkage Proximity Surface Significant Species and
Category Water Communities (Y 23)
Quality
Core Area Rural Any N/A N/A N/A Any woodland =/> 4 ha
Maintains System: woodland that supports any of the
Integrity of | Any =/>4 ha following:
the System | woodland containing at
=/>16 ha least 0.5 ha i.any G1, G2, G3, S1,S2
of woodland or S3 plant or animal
Urban in native species, or community
System: trees older as designated by NHIC;
Any than 100 or
woodland years and
=/>4 ha having late ii any species designated
successional by COSEWIC or
characteristic COSSARO as Threatened,
s (excludes Endangered or of Special
plantations) Concern; or
iii. The following forest
communities:
FOC1-2, FOM 2-1, FOM
2-2, FOM 6-1, FOD 1-1,
FOD 1-2, FOD 1-4, FOD
2-2, FOD 2-3 or FOD 6-2
NAC Rural Any Any Any Any Any woodland =/> 0.5 ha
Supports System: woodland woodland woodland woodland up to 4 ha that supports
Integrity of | Any =/>0.5 ha =/>0.5 ha =/>0.5 ha =/>0.5 ha any of the following:
the System | woodland and less than | supportinga | within 100 within 30 m
=/>4 haup 4 ha and significant m of ofa i.any G1, G2, G3, S1, S2
to 16 ha containing at | linkage another watercourse | or S3 plant or animal
least 0.5 ha function, as significant , surface species, or community
Urban of woodland | determined | feature water as designated by NHIC;
System: Any | in native through a supporting a | features or or
woodland trees older natural significant any wetland
=/>2haup than 100 heritage ecological that is or ii any species designated
to4 ha years and study relationship | can be by COSEWIC or
having late approved by | between the | identified as | COSSARO as Threatened,
successional | the Region features a wetland in | Endangered or of Special
characteristic | or local accordance Concern; or
s (excludes municipality with the
plantations) Ontario iii. The following forest
Wetland communities:
Evaluation FOC 1-2, FOM 2-1, FOM
System 2-2, FOM 6-1, FOD 1-1,
(OWES,). FOD 1-2, FOD 1-4, FOD
2-2, FOD 2-3 or FOD 6-2
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PNAC Cultural Core and Core and Core and Core and Core and NAC criteria
May woodlands NAC criteria NAC criteria NAC criteria | NAC criteria | apply
Support and cultural | apply apply apply apply
Integrity of | savannahs
the System | =>4 hain
the Rural
System and
=>2hain
the Urban
System
all other N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
woodlands >
0.5 ha
Notes:

1) The rankings G1, G2, G3, S1, S2 and S3 refer to the conservation status of species assigned by the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Forestry’s (MNRF) Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC). G or Global ranks
(GRANKS) are assigned by a consensus of the network of Conservation Data Centres, including the NHIC,
scientific experts and The Nature Conservancy to designate a rarity rank based on the range-wide status of a
species. S or Sub-national ranks (SRANKS) are assigned by the NHIC for species and vegetation communities in
Ontario. The rankings specific to Table 1 are as follows:

G1 — extremely rare
G2 —very rare
G3 —rare to uncommon

S1 — critically imperiled
S2 — imperiled
S3 —vulnerable

2) The following acronyms are described by the Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario: First
Approximation and its Application (MNR, 1998)

FOD 1-1 — Dry-Fresh Red Oak Deciduous Forest

FOD 1-2 — Dry-Fresh White Oak Deciduous Forest

FOD 1-4 — Dry Fresh Mixed Oak Deciduous Forest

FOD 2-2 — Dry Fresh Oak-Hickory Deciduous Forest

FOD 2-3 — Dry —Fresh Hickory Deciduous Forest

FOD 6-2 — Fresh Sugar Maple-Black Maple Deciduous Forest
FOM 2-1 — Dry-Fresh White Pine-Oak Mixed Forest

FOM 2-2 — Dry-Fresh White Pine-Sugar maple Mixed Forest
FOM 6-1 — Moist-Fresh Hemlock-Sugar Maple Mixed Forest
FOC 1-2 — Dry-Fresh White Pine-Red Pine Coniferous Forest

3) COSEWIC — Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
COSSARO — Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario
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Table 2 - Criteria and Thresholds for the Identification of Core Area Valley and Stream
Corridors

Vall t i
Core Valley and Stream Corridor Mapping Criteria

Component
e Main branches, major tributaries, other e Main branches, major tributaries and watercourses having direct
tributaries and identified watercourses drainage to Lake Ontario are to be mapped from their outlet to the
draining directly to Lake Ontario furthest upstream extent of their defined valley landform (i.e.,

mapped to limit of crest of slope)
e Valley and stream corridors are the

natural resources associated with the e Other tributaries are to be included and mapped to the limit of

river systems characterized by their their defined valley portion if they meet the following criteria:

landform, features and functions, and

include associated ravines. o contains habitat of aquatic endangered or threatened
Species; or

o watercourse crosses municipal boundaries and provides
linkage to other Core Areas of the Greenlands System.

e Excludes ill-defined headwater drainage features including created
headwater valley/stream corridors, discontinuous defined valley
features and other non-valley landforms

o |lI-defined sections of major valleys o [ll-defined sections are to be illustrated using regulatory flood plain
and meander belt hazards whichever is greater unless site specific
assessment has determined valley width in accordance with the
text of this Plan

e Shown schematically and subject to site specific evaluation to
confirm width of Core valley and stream corridor

e Associated Ravines Associated ravines within the Urban System are to be included if
meeting one of the following criteria:

e important ecological functions related to the valley landform;
e habitat for endangered/threatened species;

o linkage to other natural features of the Greenlands System;
e flood and erosion hazards; or

e restoration potential.

Associated ravines within the Rural System are not considered Regional
Core valley and stream corridors:

e significance is determined in accordance with the Town of Caledon
Official Plan policies.
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2.15 Greenlands Management and Stewardship

Active management, securement and stewardship of the Regional Greenlands System are
necessary to ensure the sustainability and ecological integrity of its natural heritage features
and areas. Greenlands securement involves the protection of natural heritage features and
functions through a range of tools, including planning policy, stewardship, monitoring and land
acquisition. Stewardship is a key component of the Region’s natural heritage policy framework
which promotes voluntary action and cooperative planning by organizations, communities and
residents to protect, restore and enhance the Region’s environment and resources.

Objective

2.15.1 To protect, restore and enhance the natural environment through Greenlands
management, securement and stewardship opportunities in cooperation and partnership with
local municipalities, conservation authorities, provincial agencies and conservation
organizations.

Policies

2.15.2 Support Greenlands securement initiatives through planning policy, stewardship,
monitoring and land acquisition.

2.15.3 Acknowledge and support the role of the local municipalities, conservation authorities,
provincial agencies and conservation organizations in carrying out stewardship programs for

natural heritage.

2.15.4 Implement Greenlands securement strategies, programs and actions including
stewardship that directly support Regional policy goals and objectives.

2.15.5 Work with the local municipalities, conservation authorities and other agencies to
leverage funding from various sources for Greenlands securement.

2.15.6 Support the securement of natural areas through planning policy, stewardship and
monitoring before land acquisition is considered.

2.15.7 Encourage environmental education to support land stewardship and to promote the
value of natural heritage conservation to residents.

2.15.8 Support the local municipalities and conservation authorities to encourage landowners
and applicants for development and site alteration to support the Region’s Greenlands
securement efforts by enhancing lands adjacent to the Greenlands System.
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2.15.9 Research and consider other incentives for the securement of natural heritage features
and areas including tax rebates, incentive payments and cost-shared stewardship programs.

2.16 Natural and Human-made Hazards

Along the Lake Ontario Shoreline, and within ravine, valley, river and stream corridors, flood
plains and hazard lands pose threats to human life and risk of damage to property. Naturally
occurring physical and ecological conditions and processes may result in hazards when people
and structures are affected by them. Naturally occurring hazards may be accelerated by climate
change and human activity and impact the ecological integrity of the ecosystem.

The natural hazards or potential hazards dealt with in this section of the Plan include those
areas along the Lake Ontario Shoreline and ravines, valleys, rivers, streams and riverine flood
plains that are susceptible to flooding, erosion and/or unstable slopes, and also include lands
with hazardous forest types for wildland fire that are susceptible to wildland fire.

Human-made hazards that may potentially be encountered in the Region of Peel include
hazards associated with oil and gas wells, mineral aggregate operations and petroleum
resource operations. Hazards occur when sites have not been properly rehabilitated.
Objectives

2.16.1 To ensure that development and site alteration are not permitted in areas where site
conditions or their location, including on lands containing human-made hazards, may pose a
risk to public safety, public health or result in property damage.

2.16.2 To encourage a coordinated approach to the use of the land and the management of
water in areas subject to flooding in order to minimize social disruption, and mitigate risk to

public safety, public health and property damage.

2.16.3 To ensure that methods used to protect existing development at risk from natural
hazards, do not negatively impact the ecological integrity of the Greenlands System.

2.16.4 To ensure that the impacts of a changing climate are considered in the management of
risks associated with natural hazards.

Policies

2.16.5 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities, to
include policies consistent with the policies of this Plan, and mapping in their official plans in
order to:
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a) identify flood plains, hazardous lands, hazardous sites, known human-made hazards and
lands that are regulated under the Conservation Authorities Act in accordance with relevant
technical standards and guidelines;

b) identify hazardous forest types for wildland fire in accordance with provincial guidelines;
c) identify permitted uses and minimum setback standards;

d) regulate land uses within and adjacent to flood plains, hazardous lands, hazardous sites,
human-made hazards and lands that are regulated under the Conservation Authorities Act;
and

e) prohibit development and site alteration in areas that would be rendered inaccessible to
people and vehicles during times of flooding hazards, erosion hazards and/or dynamic
beach hazards, unless it has been demonstrated that the site has safe access appropriate
for the nature of the development and the natural hazard.

2.16.6 In collaboration with the local municipalities and conservation authorities, undertake
infrastructure and watershed planning studies and initiatives that consider the potential
impacts of climate change and extreme weather that may increase the risk associated with
natural hazards and provide recommendations to mitigate risk.

2.16.7 In collaboration with the local municipalities and conservation authorities, investigate
methods and approaches to identify the vulnerability of existing and new development to
overland flooding and identify, promote and support strategies, programs and initiatives that
reduce risk.

2.16.8 Require the implementation of low impact development and green infrastructure
stormwater management practices in accordance with provincial requirements and guidelines
to reduce risks associated with natural hazards.

2.16.9 Lake Ontario Regulatory Shoreline

Objective

2.16.9.1 To prevent or minimize the risk to human life and property associated with shoreline
areas of Lake Ontario.

Policies

2.16.9.2 Support the policies and programs of the conservation authorities related to shoreline
management.
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2.16.9.3 Support the City of Mississauga, in conjunction with the conservation authorities, in
directing development and site alteration to areas outside the Lake Ontario Regulatory
Shoreline.

2.16.9.4 Support the City of Mississauga, in conjunction with the conservation authorities, in
prohibiting development and site alteration within the regulatory flood standard and/or erosion
hazard limit of the regulatory shorelines unless all of the following can be demonstrated:

a) the flooding and erosion hazards can safely be addressed;

b) new or existing hazards are not created or aggravated;

c) no adverse environmental effects will result;

d) vehicles and people have a way of safely entering and exiting the area during times of
flooding hazards, erosion hazards and/or dynamic beach hazards; and

e) development and site alteration are carried out in accordance with established standards
and procedures.

2.16.10 Ravine, Valley, Stream Corridors and Erosion Hazards

Objective

2.16.10.1 To prevent or minimize the risk to human life and property associated with erosion
and/or slope instability.

Policies

2.16.10.2 Support, as appropriate, the policies and programs of the conservation authorities
related to ravine, valley and stream corridor management and protection.

2.16.10.3 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities, to
include in their official plans policies that support non-structural risk management measures
and generally prohibit development and site alteration within the erosion hazard limit.
2.16.10.4 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities, to
prohibit development and site alteration within the erosion hazard limit, unless all of the
following have been met:

a) the erosion and/or slope instability hazards can safely be addressed;

b) new or existing hazards are not created or aggravated;
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c) no adverse environmental effects will result;

d) vehicles and people have a way of safely entering and exiting the area during times of
flooding hazards and erosion hazards; and

e) development and site alteration are carried out in accordance with established standards
and procedures.

2.16.10.5 Generally prohibit the creation of additional tableland within valley and stream
corridors.

2.16.10.6 Generally prohibit the creation of new lots within valley and stream corridors and
erosion hazard areas.

2.16.11 Riverine Flood Plains

Objective

2.16.11.1 To prevent or minimize the risk to human life and property associated with
development and site alteration which create new or aggravate existing flood plain
management problems along flood susceptible riverine environments.

Policies

2.16.11.2 Support the local municipalities, in consultation with the conservation authorities, in
directing development and site alteration to areas outside the regulatory flood plain.

2.16.11.3 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with conservation authorities, to
continue to address riverine flood susceptibility through the application of the one zone
approach to flood plain planning and limited exceptions to the one zone, where appropriate,
through the two zone and special policy area concepts, as outlined in provincial policy.

2.16.11.4 Encourage the local municipalities in collaboration with the conservation authorities
to comprehensively review areas of existing development that are flood vulnerable and to
evaluate and implement flood remediation measures to decrease the level of risk as
appropriate.

2.16.11.5 Direct the local municipalities to include in their official plans, objectives and policies
for the management of stormwater quality and quantity that would avoid, minimize or mitigate
stormwater runoff volume, contaminant loads and impacts to receiving water courses.
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2.16.11.6 Recognize that maintaining an up to date policy framework and flood plain
information for special policy areas is a valuable mechanism for managing flood plains to allow
for continued viability of existing uses and address the significant social and economic
hardships to a community that would result from strict adherence to provincial policies
concerning development.

2.16.11.7 Direct the local municipalities to obtain approvals from the Ministers of Northern
Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry and Municipal Affairs and Housing prior
to the following:

a) designation of a new special policy area;

b) any change or modification to the site-specific policies of an existing special policy area; or

c) any change or modification to the land use designation or boundaries of an existing special
policy area.

The designation of a new special policy area and any proposed revisions to the boundaries or
policies of an existing special policy area shall be developed in accordance with all applicable
provincial procedures and guidelines.

2.16.12 Wildland Fire Hazards

Objective

2.16.12.1 To prevent or minimize the risk to human life and property associated with
development and site alteration on or adjacent to lands with hazardous forest types for
wildland fire.

Policies

2.16.12.2 Direct the local municipalities, in consultation with conservation authorities, to
include policies in their official plans to generally direct development to areas outside of lands
that are unsafe for development due to the presence of hazardous forest types for wildland
fire unless the risk is mitigated in accordance with wildland fire assessment and mitigation
standards, and provincial objectives and policies. Figure 9 shows the potential location of
hazardous forest types for wildland fire in Peel.

2.16.12.3 Support the local municipalities in preparing mapping of hazardous forest types for
wildland fire and establishing policies in their official plans to ensure that the risk of wildland

fire will be addressed through local planning approval processes, as appropriate, and in
accordance with wildland fire assessment and mitigation standards.
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