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Ontario’s Phased Approach to Reopening

Source: Government of Ontario. A Framework for Reopening Our Province. Link
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https://files.ontario.ca/mof-framework-for-reopening-our-province-en-2020-04-27.pdf


Key Public Health Measures Timeline

Source: COVID-19 Command Table (Ontario). COVID-19: Modelling and Potential Scenarios; April 20, 2020 (presentation)
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Requirements for Easing Public Health 
Measures

Are we seeing 
consistent 

decreases in the 
number of new 

cases, new cases 
in hospitals, and 
cases that can’t 
be traced to a 

source?

Is there sufficient 
acute and critical 

care capacity, 
access to 

ventilators, and 
ongoing 

availability of 
PPE?

Can we reach 
newly reported 
cases and their 
close contacts 

quickly to break 
chains of 

transmission?

Is there sufficient 
laboratory 

testing to ensure 
a resurgence in 

cases is 
identified 
quickly?

Source: Government of Ontario. A Framework for Reopening Our Province. Link
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https://files.ontario.ca/mof-framework-for-reopening-our-province-en-2020-04-27.pdf


Select Reopening Under Strict Guidelines
Garden centres and 
nurseries (curbside 
pick-up/delivery)

Lawn care and 
landscaping

Additional essential 
construction projects

Garden centres and 
nurseries (in-store 

payment)

Hardware and safety 
supply stores (in-store 

payment)

Retail stores with street 
entrance (curbside pick-

up/delivery)

Provincial parks and 
conservation reserves 

(day-use)

May 4 May 8 May 9 May 11

Automatic and self-serve 
car washes

Auto dealerships (by 
appt.)

Golf course and marina 
preparation 8.2-5



Peel’s Current Situation

Source: Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion (Public Health Ontario). Epidemiologic summary: COVID-19 in Ontario – January 15, 2020 to May 10, 2020. Toronto, ON: Queen’s Printer for Ontario; 2020.
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Peel’s Current Situation
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The Risk of Reopening Too Fast

• Widespread, effective physical distancing measures have helped keep us
below the health system capacity threshold

• A high proportion of the population remains susceptible to the virus that
causes COVID-19

• In the absence of expanded public health, health system, and testing
capacities, relaxing public health measures too quickly will likely lead to:

• A resurgence in COVID-19 transmission
• An amplified second wave of cases
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The Risk of Reopening Too Fast

Source: Dr. David Fisman, personal communication, April 25, 2020. Tuite, RT., Greer, AL., De Keninck, S., Fisman, DN. Reduced COVID-19-Related Critical Illness and Death, and High Risk of Epidemic Resurgence, After Physical Distancing in Ontario, Canada (May 2, 2020 preprint). Link
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https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.29.20084475v1.full.pdf


Possible Future Scenarios

Source: Centre for Infectious Disease Research and Policy. COVID-19: The CIDRAP Viewpoint; April 30, 2020. Link
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https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/sites/default/files/public/downloads/cidrap-covid19-viewpoint-part1_0.pdf


Reopening Considerations

Setting-
Specific 

Risk

Contact 
Intensity

Type (close or distant) 
+ duration

Number of 
Contacts

Number of people in 
the setting at one time Modification 

Potential
Degree to which 
activities can be 

modified

Source: Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Center for Health Security. Public Health Principles for a Phased Reopening During COVID-19: Guidance for Governors. Link
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https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200417-reopening-guidance-governors.pdf


COVID-19 Mitigation Measures for the Future

Engineering Controls: remove / block the hazard at the source

• Physical distancing, physical barriers, environmental cleaning / disinfection

Administrative Controls: optimizing movement to minimize potential contact with the hazard

• Scheduling, work from home, limited hours, staff reduction, virtual meetings, paid sick leave, temperature
screening, symptom screening / reporting

Personal Hygiene Controls: individual actions or behaviours that might reduce hazard exposure

• Hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, masking for source control (to protect others)

Personal Protective Equipment: protection for the individual

• Selection based on exposure risk

Source: Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion (Public Health Ontario). Masking for source control of COVID-19: considerations for workers at non-healthcare settings. Toronto, ON: Queen’s Printer for Ontario; 2020. Link
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https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/ipac/report-covid-19-masking-source-control-workers-non-healthcare-settings.pdf?la=en


Questions?
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